
    

MARY - MOTHER OF GOD (JANUARY 1, 2013)  
Mary is celebrated in surprising places; she is the person who has been on the cover of Time 

Magazine more than any other.  

 

Mary is honored with many, many titles. Today we celebrate her under the most basic of all her titles: 

Mary the Mother of God. This is the one title from which all others flow - and my personal, only title. For 

me, all other titles are redundant. All other titles derive from this one. She, a young, unknown Jewish girl 

from a relatively obscure village, was chosen to bear in her body the Messiah.  

 

Little is known about her. Matthew and Luke are the only two authors in the New Testament that include 

any description of events before Jesus began his public ministry. Nothing at all is known about Mary prior 

to the angel’s arrival.  

 

Devotion to her approached adoration by the beginning of Vatican II in 1962, there was a proposal to 

publish a separate document on Mary. The council fathers decided against it. They noted that many of the 

faithful were honoring Mary more than Jesus. So, the council fathers decided to speak of Mary in the 

context of the church. Why? She was present at its foundation; she was the mother of Jesus and she was 

one of his first disciples.  

 

There is a dubious Latin inscription in many churches: Ad Jesum per Mariam - to Jesus thru Mary. We 

cannot ever forget that Jesus/God is the end point of our prayer and worship. We need no intermediary 

when we speak to our Lord – his door is always open; there is no gatekeeper.  

 

The primary place of Jesus is brought out in today’s Gospel. When we carefully read it, we recognize that 

the focus is not on Mary but on Jesus and what his coming into the world means. This highlights the 

difference between how peter reacted so differently, decades later, at Jesus’ transfiguration from the way 

Mary reacted, here. Peter experienced a marvel and said: let’s do something – let’s build three tents here. 

Mary’s reaction to her experience of angels and shepherds is not to do, but to treasure, to reflect, to 

ponder.  

 

Reflection follows observing and listening carefully. She took the experience to heart. She quietly went 

over the words, interacted with the experience, allowed it to saturate her memory of it. Mary’s attitude of 

treasuring and pondering brings us back to the very heart of Christianity: Jesus - the one whom she 

treasures and ponders.  

 

Besides forming Jesus body during her pregnancy, Mary would later help Jesus form his human 

personality as he grew. We need to remember that Jesus was like you and me in all things but sin. His 

mother influenced his personality as our mothers influenced us. For us, there were traits we took on from 

our mother and perhaps others we did not take. Jesus’ personality traits can also be traced to his mother: 

his gentleness, his compassion for people who were hurting, his kind and respectful treatment of women in 

an historical period that treated women as things, mere possessions. These gifts were part of her 

motherhood; these were the qualities she passed on to Jesus.  

 

Standing at the threshold of a new year, we are invited to honor Mary both for teaching us the need for 

reflection on our experience and for her helping to form Jesus’ personality. More profoundly, we honor 

Jesus who came to show us the way to his father, the way into the kingdom of God.  

 

Our treasuring and pondering prepare us to be ready for the mysteries of what this New Year will hold for 

us.  

 

 

     



EPIPHANY (JANUARY 6, 2013)  
Matthew’s sketch of the birth of Jesus provides us with a picture of Jesus’ future. In broad strokes, he tells 

us of the visit of the Magi, Persians, fascinated by astrology, who - without g.p.s.-equipped camels - saw 

and followed a curious star in the heavens. They were not Jews awaiting a messiah, but wise pagan-

gentiles in search of a Jewish king. They stopped for direction from king Herod, the paranoid puppet of 

Rome. Herod tried to get them to inform him later of this infant king’s whereabouts, so he could kill him 

as he had, his brothers and at least two sons as possible threats to his kingship. Matthew foretells that Jesus 

had serious opposition from the beginning; and it will get worse at the hands of Herod’s living son who 

will later condemn him to die.  

 

We have all heard the jokes that say that the wise men were not as wise as women would have been. The 

men brought the wrong gifts for a newborn. Please note that the men did stop for directions. Let’s look at 

their gifts.  

 

One brought gold. So it wasn’t pampers. But, what do you suppose paid for Mary, Joseph, and Jesus’ trip 

to and settlement in Egypt when they could not return to Nazareth and Jesus’ likely death at the hands of 

Herod? Today, we continue to “Live + Jesus” by sharing our “gold” with the Jesus in others, except that 

we call it sharing our “treasure.”  

 

They brought frankincense. Frankincense got its name from the Franks, the crusaders who brought back 

from Yemen and Oman this gum cut from trees. The sap, attached to some bark, was allowed to dry and 

had multiple uses through time. It was seen as a cure for different poisons and several illnesses. It is still 

burned as incense in worship services. It is also burned in aromatherapy for its stress-reducing property. 

Today, we use our “frankincense,” our gift of healing words of encouragement and support with those who 

need us.  

 

They brought myrrh, the strangest of the three gifts. Myrrh, like frankincense, is made from dried sap of 

different trees. So it wasn’t baby formula. It was used – and is still used - in over a third of all Saudis as 

medicine. Today, we are called to become a healing ointment in our relationships.  

 

In short, the gifts given to Jesus two thousand years ago: gold and healing power have been given to us–in-

Jesus today. John told us that “he [Jesus] came to his own [the Jews ], and his own did not receive him.” 

Do not we as Christians share Jesus rejection as well? True, no one except radical Muslims consider us as 

“infidels” and already have killed and would actually kill us. It is also true that many contemporaries have 

quietly rejected the following of Christ. They think us somewhere between “odd” and “fanatic” for going 

regularly to church and trying to see the face of god in others. Both Jesus’ and our own rejections are 

painful.  

 

May each of us have the passion of the magi in reading the signs of the times, seeking the one who is the 

way, the truth, and the life. May each of us generously be an epiphany, a manifestation of our God to all 

others whose paths we cross on our journey.  

 
      

BAPTISM OF THE LORD (January 13, 2013)  
Jesus is full of surprises. Here we see one at the kickoff of his public ministry. Jesus’ cousin, john the 

baptizer, has just said that his [John’s] baptism with water will be followed by one mightier than he whose 

sandals he is not worthy to untie. Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. This scene is 

followed immediately by Jesus’ coming to john and asking for john’s baptism by water. Interesting.  

 
Why does Jesus get baptized with john’s baptism of repentance? Jesus, who committed no sin, was in no 

need of repentance, but he got baptized nonetheless. As we saw a few weeks ago, baptismal water 



symbolizes a dying / drowning experience. In john’s gospel we learn that baptism is like re-entering the 

water in our mother’s womb and emerging from that womb-water with a new life in Christ. Why does he 

do it? Although he was like us in all things but sin, Jesus humbled himself and chose to do what his fellow 

Jews who were sinners were doing. Jesus had john baptize him in order to identify completely with us. 

What an awesome example of humility!  

 

Jesus seems to take John’s baptizing as a sign from his father to begin his own public ministry. Do you 

notice that Jesus uses real-life-experiences as indicators of his father’s will? Today, it is the action of 

cousin John that initiates his action. Jesus seeks to do his father’s will every moment. When he finds 

himself in the garden of Gethsemane near the end of his time with us, he prays that what was apparently 

going to happen would not happen. Yet, he concludes: “ Father, not my will, but yours be done.” But we 

are getting ahead of today’s gospel.  

 

On this day, Jesus did what he later counseled his apostles to do. He will instruct them not to “lord it over” 

others. He did not lord it over anyone who sinned. He identified himself with us all who are sinners and 

experienced the baptism of repentance with John. He provided good example as a leader from his first act. 

He led by example.  

 

He is a world-leader without equal; he did what leaders seldom do. So many leaders act in a superior 

fashion with those they lead. Jesus would later chastise the Pharisees for “lording it over” others, self-

importantly taking the first seats in synagogues. From his first day of ministry, he did not lord it over 

others, sinners. He identified with those he came to be with. He associated with all; he ate with all, unlike 

the religious establishment of his time who shunned those Jews whom they deemed “unclean” as well as 

the gentiles. It was a hallmark of Jesus’ life that he would be present to anyone who sought his presence. Is 

this not a lesson for religious leaders of our time? Is this not a lesson for all of us who have a share in 

Jesus’ power?  

 

How will we use that power today?  

 
      

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (January 20, 2013)  
As we move into ordinary time, we hear a passage from the fourth Gospel, John, symbolized by an eagle 

because of the theological heights to which he soars.  

 

Today's Gospel recounts the first of the seven signs in the first half of John's gospel. At first hearing, signs 

sound like miracles. A more careful listening reveals an important difference. John's "signs" have two 

levels: the one that our senses read and the one that points to a deeper reality - some aspect of the meaning 

of Jesus' life. John's Gospel is different.  

 

Abundant wine traditionally symbolizes God's generosity. Water jugs of that period contained about 25 

gallons. Just the additional wine was enough for 100 guests to have 30 8oz glasses of wine each. Could we 

call that a staggering amount of wine? This would certainly provide a challenge to wine enthusiasts.  

 

This episode begins with Mary. Mary's faith elicited Jesus' response - which was, at first, reluctant. John 

makes it clear that Mary's faith is central to the action of the story. She is also the catalyst for the belief of 
others.  

 

John makes a startling statement: "They began to believe at this time." Mary's faith, her initiative, her trust, 

brought those present - guests and disciples alike - to trust Jesus. As we know, trust is faith.  

 
Wine in abundance was an Old Testament symbol of god's salvation at the end of time. This first sign of 

Jesus in Cana points to Jesus as the source of wine in abundance. John's gospel is subtle; it is not a simple, 

"miracle story."  



 

Do we appreciate the signs that Jesus has placed in our lives? Do we grow from what god has done in our 

lives and allow it to deepen our faith and significantly change our lives?  

 

Do we allow life changes in our relationship with god to spark the growth of faith in others? This is what 

the gospel is challenging us to do today. We learn from a sign.  

 

Your faith, my faith, is strengthened by each of us; our faith is a sign seen by others. What attracts others is 

the love that is seen, the gifts we have as a community, and the generosity with which we share them.  

 

When we pool talents, the wonderful thing called "community" happens. We have, in our pooled 

giftedness exponential power. We have the spirit of God within us. Our gifts do not diminish us in the 

giving. We ourselves grow in giving.  

 

If God deals in 25-gallon jars, it is ever right for us to deal in half-pints? God's self-gift calls for our 

response to be extravagant.  

 

As Mary was the catalyst at the first sign in Cana in Galilee, may we be the signs/the catalysts where we 

live, labor and love every day. 

 
      

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (January 27, 2013)  
We heard both last week and this, Paul's message to the Corinthians and us about gifts. Paul says that it is 

no longer necessary for Jesus to be physically present to us. The spirit distributes gifts to us, the baptized. 

We, with our gifts, blossom into the body of Christ. The church calls this the "mystical body of Christ." 

We need our imaginations to conceive Jesus as the head and each of us as body parts. Mystical points to 

mysticism.  

 

Huston Smith humorously, winsomely, and lucidly notes that mysticism begins with "mist," ends with 

"schism," and has an "I" in the middle. Appreciating who we are and who Christ is blurs the boundary 

between humanity and divinity in our relationship with God: it is "misty." It also causes a "schism" - the 

schism of a break from our former understanding of distance and, perhaps, from those who still have that 

understanding. The "I" is not the ego, but the "I" of "I am who am," the God we meet in the inner sanctum 

of our true self. We meet our neighbors there, too.  

 

Because of our varied talents: 

 Some perform the function of his feet by taking Christ's presence peacefully and prophetically to 

far away places; 

 Some perform the work of his hands in caring for children, for the sick, for the elderly; 

 Some perform the function of his heart in consoling the broken-hearted; 

 Some perform the work of his mouth in his work of teaching and preaching; 

 Some perform the work of his ears - listening compassionately; 

 Many multi-task. 

We see a very clear image of the mystical body right here at mass. The Second Vatican Council in 

the Constitution the Liturgy #7 says: "No other action of the church equals its [Eucharist's] title to power or 

to its degree of effectiveness." We have a deacon, a celebrant, readers, we have Eucharistic ministers, and 

we have ministers of hospitality, ushers, altar servers, ministers of music. A sacristan, bread bakers, linen 

washers. Each contributes in an integral way to the celebration of Jesus' presence in word and sacrament 

and in the presence of one another in community.  

 



Eucharist exemplifies the reality that each of us has a function to perform in this body of Christ as hands, 

feet, heart, mouth, ears to one another. This is the "talent" piece of stewardship's: time -treasure - talent.  

 

Our culture focuses on celebrities in entertainment and sports. Now is the season for the "hooray for me" 

shows: Golden Globes, Emmys and Oscars and the various competitive music categories. I think these 

awards diminish the worth of real all-stars who are not in the limelight of competition, but stand in the 

shadows of helpful cooperation. The truly beautiful people affirm that what God value is what is 

important. Beautiful people remember that a gift is a gift. We did not create this gift, so we cannot take 

undue pride in it. The only proper response is gratitude and good stewardship. We use our gifts in 

community, where we share our gifts.  

 

Let us all realize that without any one of us, this community tends to diminish. We all need to affirm others 

around us and give each contributor his/her due. The greatest sign of respect we can give to others is 

giving them responsibility. Jesus could hardly show us greater respect when he does by asking us to 

continue his mission through him, with him, and in him.  

 

Today's second reading is the theological basis of the saying: "None of us has it all together - but together 

we do have it all.  

 
      

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (February 3, 2013)  
Magicians are wonderful entertainers. Much of the "magic" that they do has to do with toying with our 

expectations.  

 

Expectations are also an important part of religion. We have expectations of god, but we have to learn how 

to deal with our expectations being too high or too low. Today's Gospel reading addresses faulty 

expectations.  

 

Jesus was well received in his first talk with his fellow townspeople in Nazareth. He read the 61st chapter 

of the prophet Isaiah telling of the wonderful things that would happen for the afflicted when the messiah 

would arrive.  

 

Then, Jesus told them that God's loving care was not the Jews' exclusive right. Their expectations of our 

loving God were flawed. He gave them two examples to prove his point: 

 When the killer-famine came in the days of Elijah, God fed a poor widow from Sidon, a non-Jew 

in a foreign land; 

 When leprosy was rampant in the days of Elisha, God did not heal a Jew, but a Syrian army 

officer named Naaman. 

Jesus was telling the hometown crowd what they needed to hear. They were worshiping a god they made 

too small. They claimed to worship the god of the universe, but had reduced him to a tribal deity.  

 

His hearers did two things. First, they did what we often do when we hear something that we do not want 

to hear. We react. "Isn't this Joseph's kid?" We know him; who does he think he is? Jesus saw their 

reaction and answered with an adage from Israel's history that is still applicable today: "A prophet is not 

known in his own country."  

 

Second, they came close to doing what their ancestors had done to many a prophet. If they didn't like the 

message, they killed the messenger. They pushed Jesus out of the synagogue, to the edge of a cliff. The 

account says he passed through the crowd; we do not know how. Was it that their hot blood cooled when 

they realized they were actually about to kill a longtime neighbor? Did they see Mary and remember what 



a kind person she was? Your guess is as good as mine.  

 

God's prophetic, corrective word may come to us in different forms: 

 A Scripture verse or a homily that impacts us as if we are hearing it for the first time; 

 A recuperation time gives us pause, and time to ask where we are going with our life, as in the 

case of Ignatius of Loyola; 

 And, it can happen that someone confronts us as Jesus confronted his hearers - as in the 

intervention of a family for an addicted member. 

If we are tempted to sit in judgment on the people of Nazareth, we forget that we are probably more like 

them than different. When we hear criticism, an expressed expectation, it may have merit. Let's not react 

with a knee-jerk reaction. Prophets are the antidotes to the defense mechanism, denial. We tend to be blind 

in our own concerns. We can see a speck in another's eye and miss a plank in our own eye.  

 

Let us be wise enough to listen gently to a prophetic voice and, like Jesus, to speak courageously and 

gently in a prophetic manner, when, as leaders, we need to remind another of God's expectation.  

 
      

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (February 10, 2013)  
I saw an interesting tee shirt: "Some fish to forget troubles; some fish to eat dinner. Me? I like worms." 

Jesus might have worn a tee that said: "Some people fish for fish. Me? I fish for people."  

 

Today, Jesus calls Peter, James and john to help him fish. Isn't their reaction amazing? These three, Jewish, 

commercial fishermen had the haul of fish of their lives --their biggest profit lay ahead. Jesus calls them to 

become people-fishers. They neither protest nor ask to first sell the fish. They immediately leave their 

nets.  

 

These three would become the inner circle of the Twelve. The trio that would be with him when he would 

raise Jairus' daughter to life, when he would be transfigured on Mt. Tabor, when he would be on the mount 

of olives the night before he was killed. Evidently, the men did show some fear because Jesus counsels 

them not to be afraid. They courageously accept Jesus' offer. What charisma Jesus must have had! Let the 

Jesus-adventure begin!  

 

The time had come in Jesus' life to put out into the deep waters of Israel and the world and begin, like a 

fisherman, to lure people into the kingdom of his father.  

 

Today, there are two movements that comprise evangelization - a big word for a simple idea, the process 

of bringing people to Jesus. One movement addresses the recognized fact that many who call themselves 

catholic Christians are not really "hooked" by Jesus. They are nominal or sometime, Catholic Christians. 

Church leaders claim the first task of evangelization is converting the already baptized Catholics who have 

been lured away by other values or addictions.  

 

Also, there are some baptized, church-going Catholics who are concerned with the "things" of religion: this 

devotion or that prayer. Prayer-sayers are not what Jesus wants. Jesus wants pray-ers, communicators with 

him in relationship. Any practice in religion must be a means toward the end of relationship with Jesus. No 

particular devotion hooked Peter, James or john in today's gospel. They were lured and hooked on 

the person of Jesus.  

 

There are physical addictions that lure us from time for our lord. Our people get hooked on drugs, food, 

alcohol, smoking.  

 



There are also cultural addictions that take the time needed for relationship with our lord: sports [playing 

or watching], hobbies, shopping, TV-watching, texting, the internet and more . These can be addictive as 

well.  

 

The second movement of evangelization consists in introducing those not of our faith expression - or of no 

faith expression - to our faith in Jesus.  

 

God is love; Jesus is love enfleshed and calls us - as he called Peter, James and john - into a personal 

relationship with himself and his father and the spirit. When he lures us with his love, we are moved to 

return his love with our love; we are hooked - as the great fisherman wants us to be.  

 

Anyone associated with the oblates has heard the motto of St. Francis de sales: Tenui nec Dimittam . . . I 

have held on and I will not let go. A loose translation in the light of this gospel loose translation could 

be: "I have been hooked on Jesus who loves me and I will not get unhooked."  

 

Like the wonderful relationship of love between humans, our relationship with our god grows and deepens. 

It is so real - it becomes visible to others. Remember in the Acts of the Apostles: "see the Christians, see 

how they love one another." It still happens today. Our neighbors see something in us that they want. They 

seek. They inquire; they join the RCIA. That is how the second movement of evangelization happens. It is 

how the call of Jesus to Peter, James and John continues.  

 

Let's look in our spiritual mirrors. Do people see something of Jesus in you that Peter, James and John saw 

in the person of Jesus? To the extent that they do, we know that we are growing spiritually; we know that 

the RCIA will flourish. The work of Jesus will go on and spread. Jesus called it the "kingdom of god."  

 
      

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT (February 17, 2013)  
Immediately after John baptized Jesus and the father called Jesus his "beloved son" and the Holy Spirit 

filled him with himself, Jesus was then "led by the spirit into the desert." This was just before Jesus began 

his public ministry. These temptations probably represent temptations Jesus had throughout his whole life, 

but the Gospel writers telescoped them into a one-time event.  

 

I have heard many homilies and read many commentaries about Jesus' temptations. They do not contradict 

one another, but each writer seems to have a different emphasis about pride, selfishness, and the abuse of 

power. I thought that this year I would simply reflect on "temptation" in general.  

 

Temptations are impulsive thoughts about strategies, ploys that I use that are counter-productive to 

becoming who god calls me to be. An impulsive thought that may move us doing something good, we call 

"inspiration." An impulsive thought that may lead us to do something evil, we call "temptation."  

 

Personally, I suspended "the devil" notion years ago. I surely do need God, but I do not need to conjure up 

a character to account for my own inclinations to do my own will. I do not need a "devil" to blame for my 

selfishness. I am quite capable of coming up with less than virtuous ideas all by myself. I do not need a 

snake to blame - as we read in the genesis myth. I do not outright deny the existence, just the need in my 

life. You make your own decision.  

 

Jesus always had his priorities straight and followed them. He did not sin, but he was human, so he had 

temptations as all humans have. 

 

We humans do not always have our priorities straight. We sin in choosing not to follow the appropriate 
order of priorities to which Jesus calls us. At times, we put ourselves ahead of god or someone in need. We 

sin.  

 



Today, we are looking at what inclines us to sin. A helpful way for me - and perhaps you - is to check first, 

our priorities and second, our temptations, our inclinations regarding those priorities, by looking at the 

people and things in our lives in the light of the time, talent and treasure we expend on those priorities.  

 

Temptation wears a thousand masks. It never asks: would you like to do something evil. The serpent 

asked: "Would you like to be like God? Then eat." Temptations "sound" good. Paul and John call 

impulsive thoughts "spirits"; the "spirits" should be discerned to determine whether they are or not God's 

will. To discern them, we first need to recognize them. Our current state of mind is expressed in our 

priorities.  

 

One way to recognize our priorities is to evaluate them according to the amount of time, talent, and 

treasure spent on each. Use your imaginations, your wits, as to how. You might want to score your 

priorities on a scale of one to "whatever" and then score the time, talent, and treasure expended on each. 

Such pencil and paper devices can be very revealing. It is a practice like this that I use during my annual 

retreat. I find that it helps me to concentrate and face the facts of what my priorities really are. It also helps 

to expose the inclinations, temptations that I experience in my day-to-day spiritual life.  

 

Our inclination to possess things, our desire to control our lives can get out of hand and be hurtful to 

ourselves and others. Unlike New Year's resolutions, Lent provides a protracted period of time to look 

thoughtfully at ourselves and see ourselves as we are and not as we would like to think we are.  

 

Lent is the season for conversion of mind and heart. If we want to grow spiritually, to go through ongoing 

conversion, we need to know ourselves as we really are. An examen of first, our current priorities, and 

second, our impulsive thoughts makes for a productive start.  

 
      

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT (February 24, 2013)  
In the past I have spoken about different aspects of the transfiguration. This year I thought it might be 

helpful to speak to the message itself. What is the point of the transfiguration?  

 

After the miraculous, dazzling brilliance and conversation between Jesus and Moses and Elijah, Peter, who 

seems always good for a blurt, said, "Let's build three tents;" that is, let's not just stand here; let's do 

something. Immediately, the group was enveloped in a cloud of divine presence, and the words here repeat 

the father's words at Jesus' baptism. Jesus is named the beloved son of the Father. But, there is an 

additional line here at the transfiguration that is not found at the baptism. It is recorded in all three synoptic 

gospels: "listen to him." The father ignored Jesus' blurt. He simply says, "Listen to him."  

 

Then, Jesus was alone with the three apostles with the Father's words still ringing in their ears. The father 

had not said, "Look at him and the splendor of his luminous body." The father did not have a list of things 

for them to do. The Father was not interested in housing. He simply said, "Listen to him."  

 

The crisp command, "Listen to him" is the climax of the transfiguration and the key to its meaning. When 

we stop to listen, we realize that "Listen to him" is the one and only directive we hear from the father in the 

entire New Testament. The transfiguration was not for the personal gratification of Jesus and the apostles, 

but that we might learn the supreme importance of listening. As with Jesus, the life of glory will follow as 

day follows night.  

 

This command to listen was not a vague mandate, but it referred to Jesus' recent teaching that his career 

would come agonizingly to an end. Instead of being crowned king of Israel, as many had hoped, he would 

"suffer greatly, be rejected, be killed and on the third day be raised." They need to listen to the fact that the 
path to glory in following him would not likely come in this life. Jesus taught that by his own words and 

his own example.  

 



This explains why Moses and Elijah were on the mountain. Years ago, they too had been rejected by their 

fellow Israelites - just as Jesus. The teaching of Jesus and his rejection was foreshadowed in their lives. 

Now, they are glorified.  

 

John, the beloved disciple would spend his lifetime of ministry dedicated to writing what he had heard and 

seen, so that we might be able to listen  

 

What should we serious Christians learn from this event? First and primarily, we need to listen to Jesus' 

words of love for us. Then, after listening to his message, we spread his and our love to our neighbors.  

 

We begin to listen, first, by being quiet. We need to stop talking. Then, we need to be silently present to 

the events recorded about Jesus' life. We need to listen to the words Jesus spoke - and, more profoundly, be 

present to Jesus' wordless presence within us. The truth of his life, of his words, of his simple presence 

emerges within us and transforms us.  

 

Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James and John. In this Eucharist, Jesus brings the power of 

transfiguration to us in the transfiguration of bread and wine into himself. We welcome him. We are then 

sent forth to transfigure those whose lives we touch. A wonderful Lenten practice.  

 
      

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT (March 3, 2013)  
I have great respect and admiration for those "working the program" in Alcoholics Anonymous. One of the 

admirable aspects of AA is the wonderful aphorisms, helpful "sayings," that they have.  

 

One is: "It's not my drinking that gets me stinking, it's my stinking thinking that gets me drinking." I'll 

repeat . . . Stinking thinking, unproductive, self-hurtful thinking, can put an alcoholic on the slippery slope 

towards falling back into taking a drink. There is a close parallel in the spiritual life. Jesus gives two 

examples at the beginning of today's Gospel where he reads the stinking thinking in his listener's minds.  

 

In the first instance, he perceives that the hearers thought that Pilate acted for god who did not accept the 

Galileans' sacrificial offerings and therefore sent him, Pilate, to kill them. In the second example, the 

falling of a tower and killing 18 was an action willfully done by god. In current, American parlance, Jesus' 

answer to both situations was "no way! "  

 

The seekers in today's Gospel are like ourselves when we ask a theoretical question about someone else, 

but we are really asking for a very practical answer for ourselves.  

 

The point to this Gospel incident is that each of us has the clear mission to do God's will. God does have 

expectations of us. When you and I fall short, God is in some divine way disappointed in us.  

 

John Shea has good insights that I would like to share with you. He identifies parallel instances in the 

Gospels where Jesus makes the same point as the story of the fig tree: the story about the prodigal son who 

squanders his inheritance, the light that is put under the basket instead of on top of the lamp stand, the salt 

that must be thrown out because it has lost its power. We can add Jesus' words to the Jewish leaders: "The 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation that will yield a rich harvest." [Mt. 21]  

 

The story of the fig tree is that it, too, is a story of someone who is not performing, not doing the will of 

the master. The will of God. Without doubt, is that we change and produce fruit that we help to bring about 

the kingdom of god on earth. The lord's prayer, the prayer that Jesus himself taught, prays that the 

kingdom of our Father in heaven come, that his will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Christians may 
disagree on many things, but never that doing the will of God is paramount in Jesus' teaching.  

 

Christian, stinking thinking can take different forms in addition to the stories that begin this section of 



Luke where bad things happen to presumably good people. It can take the form of some catholic devotion 

that adherents think that saying certain prayers fulfills all of Christianity. It can take the form of a curable, 

mental disorder, like scrupulosity, where one is consumed with fear of committing mortal sin.  

 

It can take the form of there being a divine plan for everyone, so whatever bad thing happens must be in 

God's divine plan. Where did that destructive idea come from? It has been around for a long time.  

 

The mind can hold only so much. If it is filled, is consumed with thoughts such as "any of the above," the 

mind cannot grow. John Henry Neumann, the Anglican priest, converted to Catholicism said that what is 

true in nature is true of our minds: "Growth is the only evidence of life."  

 

Life is not looking outside ourselves at "already done deals" to work backwards into what can be seen as 

god's will. It is in listening to the will of god in our time of prayer that we come to understand what god 

calls us to. It is in prayer that we can discern god's will, what needs to be changed, and then begin to weed 

and cultivate the soil of the unproducing aspect of our situation without playing time-wasting, speculative, 

mind games.  

 

That is metanoia. That is the work of Lent.  

 
      

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (March 10, 2013)  
Luke, chapter 15 is the "lost and found department" of Luke's gospel. We hear the stories of the woman 

who lost her coin, the shepherd who lost his sheep, and now the father who lost his son. All three rejoiced 

at their find. All three are a response to the Pharisees' and Scribes' complaints that Jesus eats with tax 

collectors and sinners, outcasts.  

 

No more striking account of God's understanding and love for the sinner is to be found in the scriptures 

than in Luke's story of the forgiving father.  

 

Perhaps, you, like myself as we mature, see these two sons not so much as individuals, but as archetypes, 

those forces, extremely deep within us, that impel us. With the younger son, it is the will to independence. 

The younger son says, treat me like the heir that I am: "Father, give me my share of the inheritance that is 

coming to me." he wasted it and was penniless - becoming a hired hand who could not even eat the food 

for the pigs he was tending and yearned to be a hired hand who ate well in his father's house.  

 

He presumed that the consequence of his sin was the loss of sonship. His memorized apology was based 

more on his own hunger and hard times than on having insulted his father. Perhaps, we identify more with 

this son in our younger years. Jesus saw this son's identity in the sinners and tax collectors.  

 

At first hearing, the elder son resonates with us because of a second archetype deep within us: self-

righteousness. As we mature spiritually, we see that the elder son's attitude is impelled not by love for his 

father but by: "look at all that i have done for you; i deserve better than this." However, God does not keep 

score in his love as we tend to do when we are immature.  

 

Did you notice that our father physically left what he was doing and went out to meet each son? He spotted 

the younger son down the road. He went to meet him. He did not let him finish his prepared, self-serving 

apology. He called for a robe and a ring and sandals and preparation for a wonderful banquet of joy. All 

these gifts clearly imply a relationship of a restored son, not a newly hired hand.  

 

When the elder son was pouting and grousing outside his home, the father also went out to meet him. He 
did not "chew him out." He spoke lovingly to him. His movement toward each son was divine grace.  

 

The younger son must have been overwhelmed with his father's loving forgiveness and finding that he did 



not have to crawl back, but simply come back to a place he did not even dream of occupying.  

 

We do not know what happened with the elder son, who represents the scribes and Pharisees that accused 

Jesus. Hardness of heart involves deep pride with heels dug in - an "I'll do it my way" mind set. These 

folks, so often, do not change their ways. The story does not reveal its outcome. At this point, Jesus' story 

just stops; it does not have an ending.  

 

As we spiritually mature, we finally "get it." The story follows the Jewish leaders' upsetment with Jesus' 

eating with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus tells three stories about lost and found and the rejoicing, never 

rejecting at recovery. The climactic parable could easily be renamed, the greathearted father. Jesus gives us 

a story of how we should forgive as our father forgives. We remember that when Jesus said "be perfect as 

your heavenly father is perfect," it was in the context of the father's forgiveness, not in our doing 

everything perfectly. Thinking that we have to do everything perfectly is a spiritual affliction currently 

known as "perfectionism."  

 

The church assigns to "Laetare" - rejoice- Sunday in lent this likely candidate for the most beloved parable, 

the story of great rejoicing. He presents for us the model of "the great-hearted father" during our season of 

self-examination.  

 
      

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (March 17, 2013)  
I think it was Aesop who told the wonderful story of the blind men and the elephant . . . How various blind 

men had different perceptions of an elephant, depending upon their limited experience of touching one 

part.  

 

Today's gospel is like that for those who hear this story. Some hear it as a test by the Pharisees, so that they 

can condemn Jesus. Some hear it as Jesus' statement on capital punishment. Some, sensitive to women's 

issues, hear it as "the case of the missing man."  

 

This story sounds like it belongs more in Luke's Gospel than John's. It stresses the compassion of Jesus - a 

main theme of Luke.  

 

The episode is popularly named the woman caught in adultery. Not accurate. Obviously, a caught woman 

implies a caught man. We don't hear a word about him. According to Dt 22: 23f, both the man and the 

woman were to be stoned to death if a married woman was caught in adultery. Why was only the woman 

brought before Jesus? So much for equality in enforcing the law  

 

Perhaps that double standard helps explain why Jesus' response to her accusers was so effective. They 

were willing to condemn her, but backed off when faced with their own double standard.  

 

The question was supposed to put Jesus in a serious dilemma. Jesus must either: on the one horn, uphold 

Moses, or he would put himself above Moses. Also, his reputation for compassion would erode. Or, on the 

other horn, uphold Rome's prohibition of Jewish sponsored capital punishment and thereby lose his 

reputation as a faithful Jew.  

 

This gospel is a striking example of Jesus' non-dualistic thinking. Although Jesus showed a few examples 

of dualistic thinking [either / or], he clearly moved beyond the persistent practice of the Jewish leaders of 

his day and of so many people of our day. In this Gospel, Jesus was offered two options, but he created a 

third option. He neither condemned the woman nor ignored her sin. He brought her to fresh, non-dualistic 

thinking. Non-dualistic thinking can be stated positively, "tertigenic thinking," bringing forth a third option 
- a form of "thinking outside the box."  

 

Jesus, by his refusing to condemn the woman and refusing to ignore her sin leaves open the possibility to 



accept him, a forgiving person, as mentor, not the self-righteous Pharisees. She could thereby enter a new 

path: personal relationship with our lord. He maintained the delicate balance of forgiving the sinner while 

not condoning the sin: "from now on, do not commit sin."  

 

What did Jesus do in the sand? Perhaps, he detailed the sins of the accusers [St. Jerome] - or, perhaps, 

quoted older scripture about compassion: "It is mercy I demand, not sacrifice," or, perhaps, cited the verses 

from Deuteronomy so the leaders would recognize their own faults. . . Or just doodled and used the silence 

to prod the consciences of the accusers. We don't know.  

 

Jesus consistently opposed violence: he teaches us: "Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you, 

blessed are the peacemakers, be compassionate as your heavenly father is compassionate." Here, he 

challenges those who are ready to kill the woman. Upon being arrested himself, he will order Peter to put 

away his sword.  

 

The story of the blind men and the elephant finds us already what an elephant looks like. It has as its 

humorous, instructive point: having seen what the blind do not see and hearing the foolish ways they 

describe the elephant.  

 

Today, our prior knowledge of Jesus being the compassionate face of god provides us with the "big 

picture." That makes the narrow-minded, dualistic judgment of the Jewish leaders appear sadly incomplete. 

This understanding of Jesus' compassion overarches: a test by Jewish leaders, a statement on capital 

punishment, and the women's issue.  

 

Let's let the word, "compassion," ring in our ears and in our hearts this Lenten season.  

 
      

MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER (March 28, 2013)  
Holy Thursday is the first day of the sacred Triduum. Today, we begin to celebrate three magnificent holy 

days. We celebrate the paschal mystery that is abbreviation for Jesus' passion, death and resurrection -- his 

dying and rising.  

 

Our gospel is from St. John, the "different" gospel. As we know, Matthew's, Mark's and Luke's gospels are 

called the synoptic gospels because they follow the same general outline of Jesus' life. While all three tell 

of Jesus' gift of Eucharist on this night, john alone tells of Jesus' washing feet. John saw the washing as so 

important that he featured the washing rather than the bread and wine of the Seder meal that the Synoptics 

emphasized.  

 

How do foot washing and Eucharist relate to that pregnant phrase, "paschal mystery"? What do bathing-

water, bread and wine have to do with death and rising? And, how does all this relate to you and me?  

 

Each of us, in our normal development begins life as a helpless infant. As far as we know when we are 

very young, we are the center-of-all; a parent answers our cries promptly. What we want and what we 

need, we get. We also know that that state of center-of-all becomes increasingly curtailed as we grow, but 

the tendency to enjoy being waited on continues. We do not get up in a table to help the waitress or waiter, 

do we?  

 

At this last supper with his disciples before his death, Jesus the teacher had two, final lessons for his 

disciples and for us:  

 

First, john tells us that Jesus got down and became a foot-washing servant. Jesus taught them and us that 
our tendency to enjoy being served must die in order to be servant for others. The movement from being 

served to serving involves a death within us and a rising to new insight. When we stop and reflect on this 

teaching, we see that serving is what parents do for children. Years later, it is what we children do for our 



parents. It is what friends do for friends.  

 

Also, Jesus dramatically modeled for his disciples and all of us as future leaders the mysterious paradox 

that to lead, we must serve. For Christians, service is the name for leadership. Leaders, in the tradition of 

Jesus come to serve, not to be served. Mother Theresa of Calcutta became a shining model who led by 

example.  

 

The second lesson is from the Seder, celebrating the Jews' liberation from the Egyptian captivity. It was 

the Seder that brought Jesus to the upper room and what became the last supper. Jesus said earlier that 

unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. But, if it dies, it 

can rise and be made bread. He also said that he was the vine and his followers were branches who drew 

spiritual life from him, the vine. Wheat dies to become bread; grapes die to become wine.  

 

At the Seder, Jesus took bread and wine and carried their death and rising to a higher level still. He took a 

piece of matzo-bread and said: this is I and gave himself to his disciples in the form of bread. Later, at the 

time of the third cup of wine - called the "blessing cup" - he took the cup, said the blessing, and then 

identified himself with the wine: this is me, and distributed the cup to his followers. The bread and the 

wine become himself and are consumed by his followers. He nourishes and enriches us with his mystical, 

physical presence. At a level unforeseen by nutritionists who say we are what we eat, we Christians may 

say, "we become who we eat."  

 

The paschal mystery of dying and rising is what we celebrate most especially during these days of the 

sacred Triduum:  

 

--- Jesus, in his washing of feet both teaches and models the dying of our will to be served and the rising to 

the intention of serving one another in love.  

 

--- Jesus, in his giving himself as bread that is broken and as wine that is poured out nourishes us by his 

word-presence and physical presence. Jesus, in that moment of intimacy gifts us with what is the greatest 

of gifts: the gift of oneself to another.  

 

This is love 

This is what we celebrate. 

This is who we celebrate. 

This is who we become. 

This is what and who we have to offer to others after we are sent forth from Eucharist.  

 
      

EASTER SUNDAY (March 31, 2013)  
We heard at the beginning of the gospel the words: "When it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb. The pre-dawn hour is intentionally mentioned in this gospel where the symbol of darkness indicates 

the absence of the "light of the world."  

 

This pivotal celebration of Jesus' resurrection is repeated every Sunday as a reverberation, a spiritual 

aftershock, a "little Easter," a fifty-one-fold making present of this day's celebration.  

 

From the very beginning, God has been in relationship with us, his people: calling us forward from 

darkness into light, preparing us for the coming of Jesus, the messiah. We celebrate today God's covenant, 

faithfulness, and everlasting love.  

 
In our personal story, our first breath erupted in a cry as we emerged from the darkness of our mother's 

womb.  

 



Darkness can be darker than the total absence of light. We know that darkness, too. The darkness of hatred 

that ravages our world as terrorism, the darkness of the violence that stalks our streets and invades our 

homes, the darkness of the loneliness that comes from the death of one close to us, the darkness of the 

loneliness of the loss of a relationship.  

 

Jesus came as the final chapter in the history of salvation. He proclaimed, " I am the light of the world." 

We commemorate that truth today in the presence of the paschal candle. Last evening at the Easter vigil 

service, the unlit Easter candle represented Jesus' body - wounds and all. Outside, near the doors, a live 

flame leaped from dead wood to become a small blaze, symbolic of Jesus' gigantic leap from death to life. 

Then, this candle was lit from it, the paschal candle re-presents Jesus in his new, resurrected life, the "life" 

of a candle is its flame. Two thousand years ago, Jesus moved from the darkness of the tomb that had 

become his second womb to his resurrected life, the light to the world.  

 

Ritually, this single, towering Christ-candle, carried by the deacon led those present into church. The 

participants' candles were lit from the Christ-candle. Light/life was symbolically passed from the flame of 

the Christ-candle to the candles each held to symbolize the dispelling of the darkness of our hearts and 

minds. A wave of lights slowly crept across the worship space. Now, the paschal candle, tall and majestic, 

alive with light stands as a symbol for all. Jesus said: "I am the light of the world."  

 

When Jesus walked among us, he also said: "You are the light of the world." We who have thrown in our 

lot with Jesus, who have accepted him into our lives as our basic relationship, now have a share in his 

resurrected life.  

 

Between now and the time of our meeting him face to face when we pass, we continue his life of light 

here, we share with others both the light of his warming compassion and the light of his wisdom.  

 

Our candles are to shine in the darkness of our world. We are carrying the light of Christ within us, the 

spirit of Christ to all whose lives we touch when we visit the sick, telephone the hurting, stop for a visit to 

the discouraged, go to a viewing and comfort a family, speak out for the oppressed, respond to the needs of 

the poor.  

 

Jesus' story draws us in with the celebration of light and challenges us with new life. May each of us 

accept his gift and follow him each day to the end, walking together as the people of resurrection.  

 

To that we can say alleluia. He is risen! Alleluia. So are we!  

 
      

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (April 7, 2013)  
The readings this weekend offer so many points to break open that no one homily could include them all -- 

without a lunch break, that is!  

 

Our Gospel comes from near the end of the first of two distinct endings to John's Gospel. It celebrates 

Jesus' appearance to the apostles as well as the coming of the Holy Spirit - the Pentecost experience. John 

does not place Pentecost 50 days after Easter. For him, both the Resurrection and Pentecost happen on 

Easter Sunday, one before dawn; the other, in the evening.  

 

The apostles were huddled behind locked doors "for fear of the Jews." There they were: immobilized with 

fear, terrified that they might be next. They were also guilt-ridden for having abandoned Jesus so 

miserably.  

 
Jesus came through the locked door and stood before them. We might expect Jesus -- who was betrayed by 

Judas, denied three times by Peter, and abandoned by all except John -- to lambast the men he had called 

"friends" at the Last Supper. Some friends! His greeting was "shalom." He repeated it - perhaps because of 



the startled looks on his apostles' faces when he did not fulminate at them.  

 

He allays their fears with his gift of peace - shalom. He did not remind them of their misdeeds. His one 

word evaporated their fear and dissipated their guilt. Shalom "made it all better."  

 

Today's gospel reminds us of Jesus' prayer to his father on the cross, "Father, forgive them . . ." The Jewish 

and roman authorities that condemned him to death . . .the throngs that had been amazed at his miracles . . 

. Wonder-filled at his teaching-with-authority . . . Sated with bread and fish in their empty stomachs . . . 

People who had strewn palms in his path when he entered Jerusalem - and screamed "crucify him . . . We'll 

take Barabbas" by the end of the week.  

 

It is not by chance that the worldwide Catholic Church recognizes Jesus' magnificent forgiveness in today's 

remembrance called Divine Mercy Sunday. Pope John-Paul II initiated it in 2000 at the urging of Sr. 

Faustina Kowalski. Private revelations usually do not move me, but celebrating the extravagant abundance 

of compassion by Jesus in this gospel seems appropriate on this day.  

 

Jesus gave us the two great commandments. Surely contained within love is forgiveness, mercy. Today's 

celebration of divine mercy highlights a most important aspect of love that is often overlooked, or not even 

recognized as being, perhaps, the most important and most difficult aspect of love: forgiveness. 

Disagreements inevitably do happen. There is a solution.  

 

We, the church, must finally recognize that forgiveness is to love what grease is to gears. In the long run, if 

there is not forgiveness the relationship of love grinds to a screeching halt.  

 

The apostles' experience of forgiveness in today's' Gospel keeps us rooted in Jesus who forgave his 

apostles without condition and forgives us the same way. With his loving forgiveness and its effect on us, 

he sends forth his disciples and us to preach and to practice what we preach.  

 
      

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (April 14, 2013)  
A Scripture teacher, Neal Flanagan, taught us that the term "charcoal fire" appears in two places in John's 

Gospel. The two charcoal fires form brackets, bookends, to the story of Peter's poignant experience with 

Jesus before his Ascension. I did some further checking and discovered that those are the only times that 

the word "charcoal" occurs throughout both the Old and New Testaments!  

 

That got me started on further study. "Charcoal fire" appears for the first time in Chapter 18 of John's 

Gospel. Jesus had been arrested. Peter was in the courtyard during Jesus' questioning. It was at night. Some 

were gathered around the charcoal fire, warming themselves. Three times peter was identified as a 

companion of Jesus; three times he denied it.  

 

John's gospel is filled with symbolism. "Night," in John, indicates a darkness of the light of knowing - as 

shown earlier in Nicodemus, the Pharisee, who spoke with Jesus "at night" before his conversion, as shown 

later in Mary Magdalene who came to the tomb "before dawn" in the predawn darkness.  

 

Peter, when asked if he was with Jesus, replied, "I do not know the man." Darkness! Jesus would say a few 

hours later from the cross, "Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing. John uses "at 

night, before dawn" to indicate a state of not knowing, being in the dark.  

 

John's Gospel has an epilogue, Chapter 21. We heard a wonderful passage from it today. The time is dawn 

- the beginning of the light of day. The setting is the Lake of Geneserath, a sparkling emerald jewel of a 
lake, lying below the mountains of Galilee where Jesus multiplied bread and fish. Bread and fish appeared 

there again that morning.  

 



Jesus is there by the shore, standing, grilling fish, and perhaps toasting bread over a charcoal fire. Peter and 

his seven companions have experienced catching nothing without Jesus' presence. "I am going fishing . . . 

We will go with you said peter and the seven, earlier. Do you hear ego in the "I" and "we." There is no 

mention of Jesus. Interesting! When Jesus became present to them on the beach, an enormous catch was 

made. Jesus' absence, no fish; Jesus' presence, fish  

 

Breakfast with Jesus grilling on a charcoal fire must have been awkward for the apostles. Also, Jesus 

looked somewhat the same and somewhat different. Remember, in his resurrected body, he was mistaken 

as the gardener by Mary and as a stranger by two disciples on the Emmaus road.  

 

After breakfast, Jesus speaks to Peter, who has been haunted since his denial. He does not ask peter for an 

apology, a pledge of allegiance, or a testimony of faith. He already knows Peter's sorrow and repentance. 

Jesus simply asks, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Love is Jesus' only question. John Shea and 

Richard Rohr offer helpful reflections. Although it is often ignored, we humans have a spiritual core. The 

ancients placed it in our gut. If we are the salt of the earth or light in darkness, it is there; if not, we have 

"lost our flavor" or put our light "under a bushel basket."  

 

John had recognized him with the eyes of love while they were still offshore in the boat.  

 

Jesus calls Peter and each of us to this spiritual center where we may have an elevated form of 

consciousness. It takes long-term, continual effort to sustain this consciousness. Why? Because our ego's 

like to be in charge and crowd out our spiritual consciousness. Remember, peter who, at first, would not let 

Jesus wash his feet. Remember peter when he denied he knew Jesus because his own safety was in 

jeopardy. That was ego, not Jesus-consciousness.  

 

How is our ego dislodged? Loving deeply! Loving another mysteriously supplants our selfish ego. We 

know that from our life experience. Such it is with Jesus and ourselves.  

 

Jesus used that fact when he asked peter the triple "do you love me?" If we have love in our spiritual 

center, replacing ego, then we have salt; we have light in our gut.  

 

It is likely that Jesus saw a large ego in Peter and knew that if Peter could supplant his ego with a clear 

love of Jesus the Christ in his heart / gut, that he would be an outstanding leader. He would be able to feed 

Jesus' lambs, feed his sheep. When Jesus saw that Peter acknowledged him, he could and did say for the 

second time: "Follow me."  

 

We are faced with the same question. Will we love and allow Jesus the Christ to transform our gut from 

being egoistic to "Living Jesus"? That is the major question of Eastertide.  

 
      

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (April 21, 2013)  
Conflict is at the heart of a good story. In literature, on the stage, on the screen, the green-eyed monster of 

jealousy has provided many a tale of conflict. Lovers, business partners, politicians become involved in 

intrigue, revenge through jealousy that is said to be the one that no one of us easily admits.  

 

Fear and anger are at the root of jealousy: fear of a possible, personal loss; anger at a perceived threat to 

something we consider our own and worth protecting - be it a relationship, a possession, our reputation.  

 

We do not seem to identify jealousy with the same frequency as the early church did. The biblical writers 

used "jealously" more frequently. They seem to have thought through an individual situation of fear/anger 
one level deeper than we to give a name to this reality.  

 

We recall in Matthew's Gospel during Jesus' trial scene: "He [Pilate] knew, of course, that it was out of 



jealousy that they handed him [Jesus] over." Pilate defines the Jewish motivation as "jealousy" - in this, the 

Greatest Story ever told.  

 

In today's first reading, Paul and Barnabas were well received at Antioch and returned the following 

Sabbath to speak again in the synagogue. Paul and Barnabas remind the Jewish congregation that no less a 

prophet than Isaiah spoke of the ideal Israel as a light to the nations; that is, the non-Jews, the Gentiles. 

The leaders were fearful about the apostles' reminder of Isaiah's statement that they would like to forget. 

The two, in speaking of salvation for the Gentiles, became a perceived threat to the Jewish leaders' 

conviction of having sole ownership of being God's chosen people.  

 

The basic ingredients for jealousy were there: they were fearful that they would have to accept this 

correction from Isaiah and correct their own teaching. Also, they might well lose their status/authority as 

teachers. We heard: "When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and with violent abuse 

contradicted what Paul said."  

 

Jealousy trumped rationality: "I've made up my mind; don't confuse me with the facts." This is jealousy at 

the institutional level of religion. The Jewish leadership, "filled with jealousy," had to nip this threat in the 

bud, so they rabble- roused the congregation, and the apostles were expelled from the area.  

 

The Book of Revelation, the second reading, speaks about the multitude of heaven "which no one could 

count from every nation, race, people and tongue." That newer phrase has translated the older version that 

used the symbolic number 144,000. That number appears twice in scripture, once to count the saved of 

Israel and once to count the followers of "the lamb," Jesus. So, 144 thousand is symbolic shorthand for 

both Israel and the Gentiles. It indicates the direct opposite of an exclusive elite. It holds the door open for 

all, just as Jesus showed in his day.  

 

It is a shame that divisions within and between religions and churches exist. Divisions set up "either / or 

dualism." Dualism then sets us up for jealousy. "Both / and" precludes jealousy.  

 

Religions seem to have always showed a bent toward being exclusive just as nations have had a bent 

toward nationalism and isolationism. Triumphalism seems to be a perennial temptation.  

 

Recall the recently proclaimed account in the Acts of the Apostles when the apostles are brought before 

the angry Sanhedrin. Gamaliel, a highly respected member said that if Jesus were a phony, the movement 

would die. He gave two historical examples of failure. We applauded his wisdom. His argument prevailed 

- but only for a time.  

 

For your thoughtful consideration: in the big picture and the current swirl of condemnations, would it not 

be wise not to rush to judgment as the Jewish Gamaliel pleaded for Jesus? Jesus said long before Gamaliel 

when asked what to do with weeds growing together with and resembling wheat: wait! Wait until time and 

growth prove what is good. Be patient.  

 

God, the light of the world, shines as love, on everyone. Light has no borders that it cannot cross. The light 

of love and truth will always, eventually shine through. At a time when fears and angers spawn jealousy, 

let us not do anything foolish. Two Jewish rabbis from two thousand years ago advised us well. One is still 

very much around.  

 
      

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (April 28, 2013)  
The time of the Gospel was the Last Supper, specifically, immediately after Judas had left the table to 
betray Jesus when he would go to the garden of Gethsemane. The end was near. Jesus had tried so hard to 

teach his disciples his message of love. This is his final effort with words, the next-to- last words of a man 

close to death.  



 

Jesus says, " I will give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also 

should love one another. This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another."  

 

The apostles still did not "get it." Jesus spread the message of love and deeds of love that his father had 

chosen to deliver through him. The way that we humans learn to love is through a human person. The way 

that we learn to love deeply is to learn from a perfectly loving human: Jesus. Jesus was not only human; he 

was the archetype of humanity.  

 

Now he was near the time of his death. Why did Jesus have to die the way that he did? How could our 

loving father decree that his beloved son would have to suffer so tortuously? The image of God as Father, 

"Abba," does not suggest a vindictive, vengeful God who has to settle a score with Adam and Eve and 

their, therefore, sinful descendents.  

 

As we heard in last Sunday's first reading, that Jesus had to die because the leaders of his chosen people 

were jealous. As they said, " It is expedient that one man must die." Their fear and anger prevailed. Their 

precious-to-them status quo had to remain, be maintained at any cost.  

 

Why did Jesus call what he said "a new" commandment? The message of love had been proclaimed long 

before, in the third book of the Bible, Leviticus. What Jesus was adding that was new was that our loving 

God first loved us; he showed his love in the person of Jesus, who was love enfleshed. Being the archetype 

of humanity included his archetypical loving.  

 

Jesus showed in word and example, in confrontations with others, in the sickness and the death of others, 

in being rejected by those he came to serve, the loving message of his father. His father and Jesus continue 

to love us. And, he loved us first. We cannot love back without the love with which he embraces us. He 

loves us because that is his very nature. He cannot not love us.  

 

He tells us that being loved will enable us to love everyone. Then, he tells us that folks we do not know, 

who are not his disciples will see us, will be drawn to us and through us, will be led to Jesus, to our God. 

This loving kingdom of God begins now - our future will not be some notion of "pie in the sky when you 

die."  

 

John tells us in his first letter, "We love because he first loved us." That was surely one of John's most 

revelatory, divinely inspired insights.  

 

Jesus left the upper room for the garden of Gethsemane where Judas would betray him with a kiss, so 

ironically a symbol of love. Jesus will play out the unfair hand he was dealt. He will pray on the cross for 

those who failed, pleading their ignorance. And us. We do the best we can with what we've got. We "do" 

lovingly, forgivingly.  

 
      

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (May 5, 2013)  
Every living organism must constantly change. If our bodies do not constantly change air and nutrition, we 

die. Death is the cessation of our ability to change. The need to adapt emotionally and spiritually is equally 

necessary for life.  

 

Mega-change in the first century is what the first reading is about. It shows us when and where this mega-

change began. The time was about 50 A.D. The place was Antioch. Antioch was 300 miles north of 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem was the place where Stephen, the first deacon, was martyred. Following Stephen's 

martyrdom. Persecution broke out against the other followers of Jesus.  

 



Many Christians fled north to Antioch, the capital of the roman province of Syria. It would be the place 

from which Paul and Barnabas, the earliest missionaries, would set out on their first 2 missionary 

journeys.  

 

So, the Antioch community was formed, and the people of that area, non-Jews, were becoming 

"Christians" - a term that was coined in Antioch. These "gentile-Christians" saw no need to follow the 

practices of the Jewish Christians down south in Jerusalem.  

 

Some Jewish Christians from Jerusalem visited Antioch; they were amazed to find Antioch Christians not 

following Jewish practices. They said that the gentile-Christians were not "real Christians" because they 

were not following the law Moses had given to the Jews. Big trouble in the Christian community!!!  

 

The gentile-Christians in Antioch became upset. They thought Christians should separate themselves from 

Judaism. They held that a continued connection weakened Christianity. Christianity should stand on its 

own feet.  

 

Two extremes. Remember: many followers of Jesus were still a sect within Judaism. The question - 

how does one enter this new sect - was a real one!  

 

To resolve the problem, Paul and Barnabas decided to go south to Jerusalem. It is significant that that they 

recognized Jerusalem as authoritative.  

 

So, the first ecumenical council of the church was held, the council of Jerusalem. It is the oldest example 

of what Vatican II was. The insights of the church fathers were excellent; their solution was not an either / 

or, but a both / and. They recognized the need for change and yet maintained continuity with Jewish 

tradition. They compromised.  

 

They decided that the new Christians would be both baptized as Jesus directed and follow only 3 of the 

700+ prescriptions of the Mosaic Law. The same 3 that non-Jews living in Israel were bound to follow. 

The major change was that the new converts would not have to follow the law of Moses, males would not 

have to be circumcised, the sign of the covenant. In short, all would not have to become Jews before 

becoming Christians.  

 

The council fathers did not insist on tradition ["but, we always did it this way"], but stated: "It has been 

decided by the Holy Spirit and by ourselves not to saddle you with any burden beyond these essentials: 

you are to abstain..." 

 From food sacrificed to idols, thus avoiding even indirect contact with false worship from pagan, 

second-hand animals; 

 From blood from the meat of strangled animals; strangled animals still had blood within them. 

Blood was identified with life, life belonged to god alone; 

 From [fornication] . . ." [fornication] is the translation of the Greek "porneia" which meant 

marrying too close cousins. "Incest" might be a better translation in this context. 

These three involved the things that would prevent Jewish and gentile Christians from sitting at table 

together.  

 

As we know, the compromise solution was not the final solution. The Christians in 72 A.D. were 

excommunicated from the Jewish religion. The two dietary laws prescribed here were dropped. Only incest 

remained banned - for good reason.  

 

Curiously, the first century leaders recognized the need for insistence on the inclusion of the holy spirit in 

their deliberations, the spirit is the one Jesus said would help them in the future - and it worked.  



 

How might the Holy Spirit invite us to compromise today, that is, to be flexible on detail but firm on 

principle?  

 
      

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD (May 9/12, 2013)  
Luke alone among the Gospel writers, describes the Ascension of Our Lord, which we celebrate today. At 

the end of his first book, his Gospel, he places the ascension on Easter Sunday night. At the beginning of 

his second book, the Acts of the Apostles, Luke places it 40 days later. A scripture scholar answered the 

obvious question: "when was it, really?" " It probably was Easter Sunday night, but the day was so jam-

packed, Luke decided to spread the events out over 40 days in his acts. We don't know the time for sure, 

but we see, once again that we cannot look at scripture as history as we know history.  

 

For me, there are two challenging questions in Easter-time scripture readings. The curious thing is that on 

both occasions the question, "where," was asked by a follower: where have they put him? Where are you 

going?"  

 

As we know, often, in Scripture, a question is answered with another question. In both these instances, the 

where-questions are responded to with why-questions.  

 

The first re-framed, where-question in Luke's Gospel is on Easter: to Mary of Magdala and the other 

women to their question of "where have they put him?" Why do you look for the living among the 

dead? Jesus is not a body to be anointed with spices. Jesus is very alive and quite well.  

 

The second re-framed question, "where are you going" [from Peter in John's gospel] is answered in today's 

gospel with another why-question: Why do you stand here looking up to heaven? You are looking in the 

wrong place. Jesus is Emmanuel, meaning "God with us."  

 

We know from our experience "why questions" are the toughest of all questions. The liturgy provides 

Easter season to ponder the answers to those two questions.  

 

The question, "why do you look for the living among the dead" is an important one for us in our day. We 

know Jesus is alive. Some church leaders who claim to speak in his name appear not to be living, but dead. 

Personally, I read and I listen to spiritual persons and pray to be inspired by the Holy Spirit. I am not left 

an orphan, as Jesus promised. I try not to seek the living among the dead.  

 

There is a separate challenge in the second question, the one we heard in our Gospel, "Why so you stand 

here looking up to heaven." To intentionally mix a metaphor, we are not to stand here sitting on our 

thumbs. We are called to do something, to be alive as a follower of Jesus, to become the person we are 

called to become.  

 

Luke tells us today that right after Jesus left them they went to the Jerusalem temple and spoke the praises 

of god. Luke tells us in his second book, the Acts of the Apostles, they did those actions which the Acts of 

the Apostles records. They witnessed to Jesus - truthfully.  

 

There was not distance but closeness to Jesus after the Ascension. The gift of presence is part of the 

blessing that Jesus gave to his disciples and to us as he left. He fulfills his blessing to be with us here in 

Eucharist, in our community, among our friends and families.  

 

We re-enflesh Jesus in Eucharist and become Christ for others to help shape our world into the body of 
Christ. Our challenge is to bring our life-giving enthusiasm to our home and family, parish and friends. We 



are his body, made visible, audible, and tangible. We bring Christ to others and we see Christ in them. We 

are church, the body of Christ.  

 
      

PENTECOST (MAY 19, 2013)  
Today we celebrate one of the "big three" solemnities in the liturgical year: Pentecost. Pentecost stands tall 

along with Jesus' birth and resurrection. It is not as "popular" as the other two because our society has not 

made it a day for giving / receiving gifts or dyeing eggs. You never hear how many more shopping days 

'till Pentecost. Pentecost is 100% spiritual; zero material payback.  

 

As we read further into the acts of the apostles, we find the holy spirit becomes less a spectacular 

experience and more a guide and problem-solver in the day to day life of the believing community.  

 

The main difference between the disciples before and after the Pentecost experience is not the flames 

dancing on their heads or wondrous communication skills or that wind-blown look. Pentecost is 

fundamentally a story about the disciples' courage, overriding their fear of being arrested, and their fear of 

those who might angrily - even murderously -- protest their proclaiming the message. They no longer fear 

Jewish leaders or Jewish followers.  

 

Courage is a language that the world scarcely speaks. We do recognize it when we hear a story of it or we 

see it.  

 

Jesus' followers were so filled with the spirit of god that they felt moved to do just what Jesus did: speak 

life and love into our world. They also left as their heritage a community that would begin to shoulder the 

burden and the joy of carrying the message of love.  

 

Today, fear is palpable. There are reports of terrorist attacks, rising crime, jobs going out, the 

undocumented coming in, guns everywhere, losing our civil liberties and the cost of keeping them, plane 

travel, anthrax, the cost of gas, staying in the war, pulling out of the war, global warming, medications that 

kill, the rising cost of medical care -- to name just a handful.  

 

Fear is the meat and potatoes of the media, but it is directly opposed to the spirit of Pentecost. Our courage 

is based on a radical trust in and reliance on God's grace; that is, his presence in our lives.  

 

We choose either to allow ourselves to live in fear or to live in faith; that is, have a radical trust in our 

father - just as Jesus did. We can courageously approach life one day at a time. Spirit-driven courage 

makes our approach to living a challenge, not a dread. We can step up and face a world full of fearsome 

things and also recognize, primarily, the wind and the fire of god in our souls because it is already there, 

waiting.  

 

We are tempted at times like Christmas, Easter and Pentecost to think in terms of commemorating 

historical events that happened long ago and to someone else. We are not called to page through salvation 

history like a memory book. Just as in the Eucharist when we invite the living Christ to enter us, so on this 

feast of Pentecost we pray to the Holy Spirit to enliven us, to embolden us, to en-courage us.  

 

We do not simply recall a reported event on this day. Holy memory, anamnesis, recalls the past only to 

make it live again within our community of faith. The Holy Spirit moves through this worship space this 

day. The fruits of the Holy Spirit are desperately needed in our world: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The message is in need of messengers. Paul makes it 

perfectly clear that the greatest gift, the overarching gift of the Holy Spirit, is love. The others, when we 
stop to think about them, are manifestations of love, shoots off the vine.  

 

The difference between the disciples of the first Pentecost and this one is the balance of our courage.  



 

Red is the color of excitement - from red convertibles and red roses and valentines to red fire apparatus. 

Red is the color of the badge of courage. Red is the color of Pentecost.  

 

Come, Holy Spirit - enkindle in our hearts the fire of your love and the courage to use our already, God-

given gifts.  

 
      

TRINITY SUNDAY (MAY 26, 2013)  
We have all wrestled with the question: "what' is God really like? If you are confused, it is a perfectly 

normal reaction. It is absolutely impossible to fathom our infinite God.  

 

The ancient Jews had an idea. Realizing the impossibility of comprehending God, they would not even 

speak the word "Yahweh," God. They used a substitute word, "Adonai," to emphasize their awe before 

God.  

 

Jesus knew he could not give his disciples an explanation. Instead, he spoke of relationships and reassured 

them that the Holy Spirit would guide them "into all truth." in other words, the mystery of God does not 

preclude that we can grow in our understanding of relationship with god as Abba, Jesus the word made 

flesh, and the holy spirit.  

 

Our God is revealed in John's letter as "love" - a unity of three persons in relationship. In very early 

Christianity, origin of the use of the word "person" came from ancient theatre where one actor wore 

several masks for the different persons he played. So, God could be said to be one, yet somehow three 

persons. That we are made in his image means that we are rational, relational and loving.  

 

Today's feast also reminds us that we cannot be rugged individualists; that is against our relational nature. 

We are children of our father; therefore, we are brothers and sisters to one another, interrelated with our 

God and our families, friends, church community, and the world.  

 

So, how do we grow in our understanding of God? Doctrines and dogmas can help us to begin to learn 

about God being a three-person community of love, but it is only in experiencing God, experiencing his 

love for us as persons that we finally "get it."  

 

I am not one who grows from reciting litanies to our lord composed by someone else; I am one who grows 

in understanding God's working in my life in litanies of my own gratitude. That builds relationship.  

 

I thank God in my own words for the wonderful people that are in my life. I see the love, the goodness, the 

generosity, and the compassion of the Trinity in you. You lead me into closer relationship with our God, 

and I hope that I am helpful in your growth.  

 

I thank God for the gifts that I have . . . and do not have. Thank you, Lord for seeing the sunrise - or the 

sunset. Thank you, Lord, for being able to see. Thank you, Lord for the health that I have enjoyed, and 

thank you, Lord, for sickness that I have not had and how I have grown from what I have had.  

 

As we grow in experience of God's love for us, we are moved and enabled to love and care about others. 

God intends Trinitarian love to flow from God to us, but also to flow out from us to all whose lives we 

touch. Our God's credibility is dependent on whether love and unity is seen in us to attract non-believers to 

god and to our community.  

 
Let us not fail to acknowledge the many blessings and grace that the triune God makes present to us each 



day as part of the divine desire to fill us with the fullness of divine life and draw us into the unity with the 

three and the one.  

 
      

Body and Blood of Christ (June 2, 2013)  
Today, the church celebrates the Eucharist in a manner second only to Holy Thursday on this superfeast - 

called "the solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ." The feast was formerly known as Corpus Christi.  

 

So, why is this feast celebrated since we already have Holy Thursday? The best explanation seems to be 

that, historically, Holy Thursday became unbearably overloaded with add-ons. Think about it. On Holy 

Thursday in holy week, the early church celebrated the return of public sinners from public penance. Then, 

the church added the blessing of the holy oils for the next year. Not long ago, the chrism mass was moved 

earlier in Holy Week.  

 

Besides these, there is the washing of feet, which we still celebrate. All these were in one liturgy plus 

celebrating the institution of the sacraments of Eucharist and holy orders and added a procession to the 

altar of repose as its conclusion. We needed more attention to celebrate Eucharist itself; this feast was 

added.  

 

We hear in this year of Luke the Gospel account of the feeding of the 5000, the only miracle recorded in 

all four gospels. It is closely associated with Eucharist in the images it conjures: take, look up to heaven, 

bless, break, give, eat - as related in Jerusalem and Emmaus.  

 

Food is a critically important, human concern. Since most ancient times people have striven to give their 

most precious gifts to their gods, food was offered to gods. We tend to project our behavior onto god. We 

project that food must be most precious to god. An unblemished lamb was the best of food, therefore, the 

greatest gift-sacrifice.  

 

Many, many years earlier, the prophet Micah introduced change in our gift-giving to our God. "What shall 

I give to the Lord?" Micah asks, he answers: "To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly." He 

introduces the gift of giving our best-in-relating-to-others.  

 

We heard today that Jesus responded to the human need for food. He first had the people sit in groups of 

50. He did not separate his listeners by gender, class, or wealth. Unsegregated groups were unheard of in 

Jesus' day. A giant step forward in the evolution of relationship! And 50 people is a community; 5000 is a 

mob.  

 

He used what was available, a boy's few fish and loaves of bread, as John tells us in his Gospel. We do not 

hear any details as to "how" it happened. Jesus just did it. Jesus had his followers gather up the leftovers 

that they might feed others, later.  

 

In his teaching the people, Jesus gave what he had received from his Father, words of loving relationship. 

As we know, Jesus was so different in what he said and in what he did that Jewish leaders sought to take 

his life. It was "expedient that one man die," so that they could go on with life as usual. Later, they 

succeeded. Jesus ' giving his loving words and loving actions was what led to jealousy and his death for his 

gift of self and the Father.  

 

Like Micah, we can ask, "What shall I give to the Lord?" Our answer is the same as Micah's. We offer our 

selves to our God. Jesus used only what was available in terms of a few loaves and fishes, and that was 

more than sufficient. We give ourselves, just as we are in our effort in "doing justice, loving kindness and 
walking humbly."  

 

Some think that because they do not do those things to their own satisfaction, their gift is unworthy. It is 



not. We need to remind ourselves over and over that god does not love us because we are good, but 

because God is good. This is the direct opposite of how the world judges with its conditional love. We do 

what we can with what we have. God loves us just as we are. That is his gift of unconditional love.  

 

As we celebrate the solemnity of the of the Body and Blood of Christ in the year of Luke, we remember 

the Eucharist's institution in the second reading and the miraculous gift of food in the Gospel.  

 

Just as each individual sat in the group of 50, each - regardless of what they thought of themselves - and 

received God's gift of bread unconditionally. Each of us receives the gift of God's love in Eucharist. We 

respond in loving relationship - in acting justly, loving kindly, and walking humbly.  

 
      

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 16, 2013)  
Today's Gospel relates a wonderful episode in Jesus' life . . . And provides an example for us to think 

about.  

 

The featured woman from whom we hear not a word is present not by invitation, but by near-eastern 

hospitality. That hospitality required that the front door be left open so people from the street could enter 

and observe the festivities.  

 

The woman, a known sinner, enters quietly and goes to Jesus. She focuses on his feet that would be behind 

him as he reclined at the table. She bathes them with her tears, dries them with her hair, kisses them with 

her mouth, and anoints them with her hands with perfume. For centuries the woman was thought to be 

Mary, the Magdalene, but there is not a trace of evidence to support that.  

 

In Jewish tradition, no one touched another person's feet in public. No decent woman ever let her hair hang 

loose in public; that was the sign of a prostitute. It gets worse when she then kisses Jesus' feet and gently 

rubs them with oil. Simon and the other Pharisees see an unclean woman touch Jesus, thereby also making 

him unclean.  

 

The shock and scandal of the Pharisees at both the woman for doing it and Jesus for allowing it to happen 

cannot be exaggerated.  

 

We are told that Simon, a Pharisee, usually one obsessed with externals, makes harsh judgments. Isn't it 

curious that it is in the safety of our minds, in our secret place, that we talk to ourselves in that secret 

place? We can make the most terrible judgments without fear of legitimate challenge. Jesus could not only 

hear hearts; he could also speak to them. Jesus tries to engage Simon to move his evil, unenlightened 

thoughts into enlightened sight.  

 

To speak to Simon's and his other guests' hearts, Jesus tells a story of two debtors. Then he asked: "Do you 

see this woman?" Simon missed the irony of Jesus' subtle question. All that Simon saw was a female, a 

sinner, now breaking yet another law. He saw only "scandalous" behavior. Jesus sees past the obvious 

externals to the hearts of Simon and the woman.  

 

Jesus did not badger Simon or accuse him of being a bad host. He simply held up before Simon his lack of 

hospitality and a woman who stood in contrast. She was what Jesus was calling them to: a personal 

relationship, gratitude for forgiveness,  

 

Jesus tells them by his story that the enormity of this woman's love in a response with tears and hair and 

kisses and caressing with perfumed oil is perfectly appropriate for her earlier forgiveness. Jesus would not 
stop her regardless of how he would be misjudged. Her human expression is filled with divine love.  

 

In their tunnel vision, the Pharisees, as with all mini-spirited folks, see only "scandalous" behavior; they 



talk among themselves, not dialogue with Jesus. They speak of Jesus' forgiving sins. Actually, Jesus is 

confirming that the woman's love witnesses to the fact of earlier, unelaborated forgiveness. The emphasis 

is actually not on forgiveness, but on her human response to it.  

 

Her faith in Jesus stands in stark contrast with the Pharisees' lack of faith in Jesus. Jesus' parable fails to 

move Simon and his fellow Pharisees with their hardened eyes and hearts to right-relationship with Jesus 

and the joy of being forgiven.  

 

The woman provides us with a mirror that reflects her joy at forgiveness for her past shortfall and draws 

us, inspires us to her attitude of gratitude and the joy of loving back our lord who loves us and forgives us 

"as is." If he does this now in life, why would he stop doing that when we pass from this life.  

 
      

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 23, 2013)  
Prayer is the context in which Luke places Peter's famous "profession of faith." This is typical Luke since 

he likes to show Jesus praying before major times in his life. For example; in the desert before beginning 

his ministry, in the garden before his death - and other times, as today, between his beginning and his end.  

 

At this point in his Galilean ministry, a wide variety of responses have emerged from the people. Whether 

he is labeled John the Baptizer [re-deployed after his murder by Herod], Elijah ["assumed" in a fiery 

chariot, or one of the other prophets, one thing seems sure: Jesus has been sent to proclaim in word and 

deed God's message.  

 

Jesus prays - presumably about his future - and wonder about his being perceived by the people. He is well 

aware of the angry looks from Jewish leaders, knowing smirks, snarling smiles. It is clear; the end is 

coming.  

 

I am sure that you are aware that our real character - or lack of it - comes out in time of crisis. There are 

heroes who react with selfless, life-endangering rescues while villains react by looting disaster victims' 

homes. Martial law is often necessary. We reveal the person we really are under our persona.  

 

Jesus knew this well and actually provoked crises with people. One means of this was his asking questions. 

Today, he asks a set-up question: "Who do people say that I am?" His disciples, quoting others, have easy 

answers. Then, he asks the crunch question: "Who do you say that I am?  

 

Peter answers that Jesus is the messiah. According to this Gospel, his answer is unacceptable and earns a 

rebuke. In Matthew's Gospel, peter is praised for the same answer: "Blessed are you Simon bar-Jonah, 

flesh & blood have not revealed this but my father who is in heaven."  

 

Why does Jesus reject this title in Luke's Gospel and, in the next breath, speak of the necessity of his 

suffering? John Shea provides a fine insight into an answer, submitting two, consistent aspects of the way 

we humans behave. First, we suffer in trying to overcome our ego-urge to put ourselves first. We have to 

struggle to be other-centered: "Loving our neighbor as ourselves.  

 

Second, some other people react when we try to break away from our self-centeredness and live in a 

different manner of compassion for all and reconciliation between those separated. Many folks, especially 

leaders, are traditionally very content with the status quo and reject the effort of the compassionate and the 

reconcilers. They even tend to mock and persecute them. The point: to persevere in this compassionate and 

reconciling mode is to take up one's cross.  

 
According to Luke's perspective, the cross is the centerpiece of history. It is this cross, not being the 

messiah, that reveals who Jesus is. The title "Messiah" evoked misinterpretation as earthly power, the very 

opposite of his teaching the doing his father's will and revealing his father's love. That was offensive to 



most Jewish leaders and gradually led to the cross. We probably have heard the like: you are a do-gooder, 

a fanatic, an extremist-Christian. So, Jesus increases the crisis. Jesus launches into his prediction of the 

passion, to remind his disciples that his whole mission is headed in the direction of failure in the eyes of 

the world, not an ascent to glorious Messiahship.  

 

This is a stretch for his disciples. How could the son of man be the "suffering Servant" spoken of 

elsewhere in the scriptures? The Jews expected a conquering messiah. Today's interpretation also makes 

sense when we hear Paul later call the cross "a sign of contradiction to the Jews" [contradicts their notion 

of Messiah] and "a sign of folly to the Gentiles" [loving your enemies is ridiculous].  

 

The pain that comes from trying to do the father's will as Jesus did is mysterious. Logically, it does sound 

like "folly." Spiritually, it makes sense, for it brings us into an inexplicable, deeper union with Jesus by 

living Jesus, living a life of compassion and reconciliation along with consequent misunderstanding by 

others.  

 

I answer the question, "Who do you say that I am?' by seeing Jesus as an archetype, a model for 

acceptance of following the God of love which involves the suffering of giving up my will and looking 

"odd" for it, my cross.  

 

Question: who do say the son of man is?  

 
      

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 30, 2013)  
Today's readings are about making a decisive choice about discipleship.  

 

The prophet Elijah - thought by Jews to be the greatest prophet - was clearly impatient with Elisha when 

he wanted to say goodbye to his parents before setting out on his career as a prophet. Elijah took this delay 

to indicate a lack of resolve on Elisha's part.  

 

Elisha proved his resolve by sacrificing his oxen to god on a fire of wood from his plow. His entire 

livelihood, the tools of his trade, literally, went up in smoke in his response to the Lord's call. There was 

nothing to return to; he had burnt the bridge to his livelihood behind him. His God-choice was clear as 

crystal.  

 

Luke captures Jesus at a climactic moment in his Gospel. Luke pictures Jesus as in an old western where 

the hero is standing, slightly spread-legged in the middle of the town street, thoughtfully looking off in the 

distance. Alone. Resolute. Brave. All eyes are focused on him. Then, one by one some come forward to 

join him as a posse.  

 

An older - and I think better - translation reads: "He set his face for Jerusalem." The remainder of Luke's 

Gospel is about the journey with his disciples to Jerusalem after this famous, pivotal verse in Luke, 9:51.  

 

Jerusalem is not so much a geographical destination as the culmination of Jesus' life and mission.  

 

James and john, disciples-in-training, provide an almost comic relief from the drama. The Samaritans have 

rejected Jesus because he is heading for Jerusalem; Samaritans worshiped on Mt. Gerizim, and would not 

follow one heading for Jerusalem and the temple. Young Johnny and Jimmy want to vengefully kill the 

Samaritans with lightning from heaven. They were given the nickname "Boanerges," the "sons of thunder." 

They did not yet "get it." Jesus' way was non-violent, surely not vengeful. He invites, not demands. He 

extends an invitation to the kingdom, not a command.  
 

Some listeners approach to join Jesus. One would-be disciple claims that he will follow wherever he goes. 

Jesus is up-front with him; he speaks that classic response: "the foxes have dens; the birds of the air have 



nests; the son of man has nowhere to lay his head." In other words, don't choose too quickly; consider the 

consequences! This is not a walk in the park. As we said last weekend, a follower must prioritize God's 

will over one's own - and may lose popularity with one's "old crowd."  

 

Another man wants to "bury his father." This doesn't mean that his father has just died and the funeral is 

tomorrow, but that he wants to delay until after his father's death before he will follow Jesus. Jesus replies 

that the choice of discipleship precludes family duties being top priority.  

 

[The responsorial today was perfect: "You are the center of my life..."]  

 

Another wants to say his goodbyes. It reminds us of Elijah in the first reading. Jesus, in this different 

situation, calls him to single-mindedness.  

 

Jesus tells us that when we choose him, we are like an Amish farmer in Lancaster County - who sets his 

hand to his plow and does not look back. No one plows a straight furrow while looking back over his 

shoulder. No one can be a disciple of Jesus while looking back at what is behind him and still move 

forward undistracted.  

 

For years parents and educators have been concerned about the high rate of students deciding to drop out 

of high school and college. Studies tell us that the chief reason why students drop out is simple: they did 

not really want to go to school/college in the first place. The real reason they started was: peer pressure . . . 

parents . . . Or, they just didn't know what else to do with their lives at that point.  

 

I wonder about the many who have decided to leave the church at this time. Your and my faith cannot be 

based on an institution composed of good and bad leaders, but it needs to be based on faith in Jesus. I 

propose for your thoughtful consideration a question: are many of the departures from the church about 

inept/ bad bishops and cardinals and priests, or are they really like the college dropouts? They did not want 

to be followers of Jesus in the first place? The fire was not in their guts.  

 

We are Christians because we follow Jesus. If Jesus did anything for sure on earth, he certainly gathered a 

group of people around him to support one another and neighbors, and spread the good news to the entire 

world. We, the people of god, comprise the church as a community. A title for the pope is, ironically, 

"servant of the servants of god."  

 

Personally, the reason I stay a Catholic-Christian is that I am hooked on Jesus, his life and 

teaching, the fisher of men. I am also hooked on you, my brothers and sisters. We are the people of God. 

Let our great celebration continue!  

 
      

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 7, 2013)  
Last week we saw in Luke's Gospel people coming to join Jesus. This week we see Jesus sending them off 

two by two on mission as "advance men." Curious that what we see politicians do today is what Jesus 

wisely did two thousand years ago. He sent disciples ahead of him to announce the good news; he will not 

be far behind. Two by two affords some protection on the dangerous, ancient roads; it was also Jewish 

custom to believe testimony based on the witness of two people.  

 

"Sending" has been the story of Christianity from the beginning. The Father sent Jesus. Disciples were sent 

forth by Jesus in today's Gospel. Jesus' instructions are not detailed on what they are to say. Instructions 

on how they are to conduct themselves are more detailed than what they are to say. They are to travel light 

- they are not vacationers. They are not to lose time with lengthy, oriental greetings. They are not to 
upgrade their lodging. In a word, they are to be single- minded.  

 

We stand in this same tradition. This was actually the beginning of Christian "tradition," literally "handing 



on." In our day we are in the midst of change in the process of handing on the story of Jesus. As the 

number of priests, brothers, and sisters, who have been the professional "handers on," diminishes, it is the 

laity who are playing an increasing role as the second Vatican Council urged. The role of the laity in 

celebrating Eucharist has passed from being observers to being active participants: lectors, Eucharistic 

ministers, ministers of hospitality, ministers of music. The locus of teaching both in the parish as catechists 

and RCIA team members and in the home is increasing.  

 

I think it helpful for us, as individuals, to identify those who have been the best in handing on "the faith" to 

us. Most of us seem able to identify those with whom we have experienced interpersonal contact, "ah hah" 

moments in our faith development. We need to ask ourselves what we have to pass on, and discern how 

best we, now as disciples, can pass on what is our best.  

 

Today, I would like to focus on one line in the gospel that may not immediately catch our attention: "The 

seventy returned with joy." There is joy in being disciples, a joy that is strong and is unique.  

 

When I came to teach at Salesianum in 1974, the theology department embarked on an enterprise of 

revising the course offerings to our students. We had only "required" courses and we then introduced 

"optional" courses.  

 

In an effort to promote orthopraxis as well as continue the traditional orthodoxy, we decided to make as a 

"required," one-semester course in junior year a service project where the students would go into the 

community, engage in some ministry for x-number of hours and submit regular reflection papers to the 

teacher. The reports were to be oriented beyond being "do-gooders," to a reflection on putting faith to 

work. Praxis. This was a pioneering idea at the time.  

 

There was some initial grumbling from students and some parents. "How can you make works of charity, 

love, mandatory? This should be voluntary." We held firm. One family withdrew their son from 

Salesianum in protest. The service-director scouted many regional enterprises for placements. Students 

were free to come up with original sites with the director's approval.  

 

One of the strangest experiences in my years of teaching followed - one that was never anticipated by 

department members. We had a case of chaos at the end of the first semester. The students who had 

completed their service project would not leave their projects. Many of the other half of the junior class 

had to find new projects, new placements.  

 

Salesianum students had discovered the joy of serving. It was more than discovering that they had newly-

found talents. Many reflection papers were revelatory. They discovered the joy of ministering, the joy of 

cooperating with god in helping others in the building of the kingdom. The reflective life was worth 

living.  

 

The words of a non-Christian, Rabindranath Tagore speaks to this: 

"I slept and dreamt life was a joy. 

I awoke and saw life was service. 

I acted and behold service is joy." 

"The seventy returned with joy." We are each called to a life of discipleship. The "tradition," the "handing 

on" of what Jesus taught and what Jesus did needs to be passed on. How I do that is the question the 

Gospel asks us this day.  

 
      

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 14, 2013)  
I have met the lawyer in today's Gospel many times; sadly, sometimes it's been when I looked in the 

mirror  



 

To test Jesus, he asked, "Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus, as he does so often, 

answers with a question: "What is written in the law? "  

 

The lawyer answers with the same answer that Jesus used when he was asked what is the greatest 

commandment: love God and love our neighbor as ourselves. Then, Jesus tells him precisely what to do; 

"Do this [love] and you will live. The lawyer had asked a "do to get something" question; Jesus corrected 

with a "do to live" answer.  

 

The lawyer, in legal fashion, then asked that "neighbor" be defined: "Who is my neighbor?" Perhaps he did 

not want to make the mistake of offering his charity unnecessarily. The question indicates that the lawyer 

is more interested in the law than love of his neighbor.  

 

Jesus answered with the trick of threes - as, "there was a rabbi, a minister, and a priest" - or "there was a 

Polish man, an Italian, and an Irishman." The third mentioned is either the punch line of a joke or the 

successful solution to an issue. Jesus' story in which a Samaritan was the hero, the one who possessed the 

compassion of God over a law-abiding priest and a Levite would have been a severe shock to any Jew at 

that time.  

 

Jesus was saying that this lawyer and his fellow Jews could not hide behind their laws or culture. True, 

laws give structure to our lives; few would prefer to live without them. Jesus broke laws to help people, 

demonstrating beyond doubt that compassion trumps law.  

 

Neither the Jews, then, nor ourselves, now, can decide who is our neighbor. In the kingdom of God, 

boundaries defining neighbors do not exist. Compassion trumps law.  

 

There is a second, more subtle, more personal lesson to be learned - one that surely impacts me. It is 

provoked by the closing words of Jesus, "Go and do likewise."  

 

If there is any verse in all of revelation that stands out for me, it is Jesus' answer to the question: "What is 

the greatest commandment?" It has been drummed into us all for years. But . . . Why is the follow-through 

not in the forefront of my consciousness. I feel a need to "go and do likewise" in a more pro-active way.  

 

Theology may help here. Theology talks about cognitive knowing and evaluative knowing. Some folks 

intellectually know that murder is wrong, but fail to appreciate its wrongness.  

 

Perhaps I / we intellectually know that love of god and neighbor should be paramount in our lived lives, 

but fail to appreciate that spiritual truth 24/7 and thereby fail to apply the knowledge in the here and now 

situation. Like the gospel lawyer who knew the greatest commandment, I / we also begin to ponder it and 

do not, as Nike says, "Just do it." If we do not work on our faith convictions, our faith-convictions will not 

work for us in crunch times. The disconnect indicates a degree of lack of integrity.  

 

The Good Samaritan was "good," because he saw a need. His gut was struck. He reacted - positively. The 

story does not speak of any debate in his mind, weighing pros and cons. He was somehow "compassion-

ready" for this moment. My goal is to increase spontaneity in compassion situations so as to model better 

the compassion Jesus spoke about.  

 

To our credit, you and I have promptly reacted in critical situations in the past. I present for your 

thoughtful consideration my concern for my own "compassion knee-jerk." Perhaps, you can identify with 

this. We, perhaps, need to be conscious of a possible disconnect -- or slow-connect -- between knowing 

about compassion and actually showing compassion, -- consistently identifying with the compassion of 
god in the here and now living our Christian vocation.  

 



I have a need to "live Jesus" in a state of greater readiness to react compassionately at a gut level. I hope 

that my reflection will be of some help to you. I have a greater hope that you don't need any help.  

 
      

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 21, 2013)  
Martha invites Jesus to dinner. Martha and Mary live a five-minute, mile and a half bus ride from 

Jerusalem. I timed it when I was in Israel. Mary and Martha are present in only this one passage in the 

synoptic Gospels. Their brother, Lazarus, is not mentioned here. Luke tells us that Martha has a house in a 

village. John's gospel gives the three more prominence. He identifies the village as Bethany.  

 

Jesus was the guest of Martha and Mary more than once, as john tells us. John also tells us that Jesus loved 

the two sisters and their brother, Lazarus very much. This is as close as we get in the Gospels to the private 

life of Jesus.  

 

Rather than comparing the two sisters, we can move beyond dualistic thinking; that is, something is either 

black or white, either this or that, either home maker or prayer, either liberal or progressive. Dualistic 

thinking divides rather than unites.  

 

Jesus' apparent correction of Martha does not indicate her having too many things to do. If she had less to 

do, she would very likely still have the same problem. Jesus identifies her problem as anxiety that is 

directed in being "anxious about many things." We, like Martha, need to be un-anxious.  

 

This experience of Jesus, Mary, and Martha was long ago. Today, our parallel situation deals with being 

listening disciples and simultaneously being breadwinners and housekeepers and child raisers; being 

young, Catholic Christians and students. That takes us beyond the Mary-Martha experience and places us 

in our need for balance in daily life situations two millennia later.  

 

Baking brownies does not need to be separated from union with Jesus. In the ever-increasing pace of 

living, we, like Martha, need to maintain our listening hearts while doing the things we need to do.  

 

We are faced with dualities that need to be resolved by avoiding dualistic thinking and pursuing what 

Richard Rohr has named unitive consciousness; that is, initiate creatively; take the best from each of the 

"either/or" dualities and create a new entity that includes the best of both.  

 

The first part of the solution is to recognize the dualities that we face. In today's gospel, spirituality and 

daily chores are not "either / or" situations, but are "both / and" situations. We need both to be spiritual and 

to fulfill the needs to eat and work and drive the kids - or, for young folks: to study, work, pray, and play.  

 

St. Francis de sales is helpful with a practice he calls "the direction of intention." We invite god's presence 

into our presence, ask God to help us in identifying and choosing well in our dualities as well as other 

situations, offer him what good we do; this helps us keep perspective. We see ourselves as "living Jesus." 

Jesus is "our ground of being" in mutual presence as we do the things we do in our mutually cooperative 

building of the kingdom.  

 

As we begin any activity during the day - easy, difficult or in between - we invite, we ask god's help, we 

spiritually do the activity together with our lord. This spiritual practice is one of the hallmarks of Salesian 

spirituality. We sow the acts of directing our intention and reap the habit/ virtue of deeper union. In time, 

the practice becomes like breathing in and breathing out: ruah, the breath, the spirit in easy relationship.  

 

We incorporate our divine relationship with the person, situation at hand in order to bring about our union 
with Jesus and our enlightened effort in any situation.  

 

In the Martha-Mary episode, Jesus himself established priorities of "good" and "better" in an apparently 



contentious situation. In so many other situations, Jesus came up with a third and better solution: is it 

lawful to pay tax to Caesar, or not.? The woman at the well where is it appropriate to worship God on Mt. 

Gerizim or the mount in Jerusalem? And more.  

 

May you be blessed in your efforts not to classify yourself or another as "Mary" or "Martha" and may we 

all become Mary-Martha's - and, may we be blessed in our efforts to improve in achieving unitive 

consciousness  

 
      

Seventeenth Sunday in ordinary Time (July 28, 2013)  
The only recorded time that Jesus' disciples asked Jesus for instruction is the scene in today's Gospel. They 

asked him to teach them to pray. It was a common practice for rabbis to teach their disciples a prayer in 

Jesus' day. Jesus provided them with an "all-purpose" prayer. It was one they could pray alone or together, 

in good times and in bad. A prayer for all seasons. It also gives us insight into how Jesus prayed.  

 

Rather than go through the prayer itself, I thought it might be helpful to look at some background for 

prayer. First, we need to look at the one to whom we are praying. What is our personal image of the 

Father? How do we imagine him? In our first reading from the Old Testament, god conjures up the image 

of a judge who will pass sentence on Sodom and Gomorrah. In Jewish, Matthew's Gospel, Ch 25, Jesus 

uses the same, judge image of the Father when he talks about a final judgment when the sheep and goats 

are separated. That is the scary image with which many of us grew up.  

 

In today's Gospel from gentle Luke, Jesus addresses the father as "abba." As we know, abba means "dad." 

Jesus passes on to us his warm, familiar image. John the evangelist proclaims that god is love. That image 

has grown most strongly in the last several decades. God is love; God is also perfect. So, God is perfect 

love. The popular name for that is unconditional love.  

 

Antony Campbell, an Australian Jesuit, writes that we cannot have a level playing field with conflicting 

God-images. If you want to say, "on the one hand, God is our judge; on the other, God is unconditional 

love," these two tend to cancel out each other. A judge is, by definition, coolly impartial, even-handed. A 

lover is by definition biased in passion-ate favor of the beloved. If we try to hold both images 

simultaneously, we have no vibrant image of god that we can relate to. We get a spiritual headache trying 

to focus. We need to choose for ourselves one as our over-arching image.  

 

Personally, in the Salesian tradition, I chose unconditional love. The image of God as judge then needs to 

fade far into the background in order to appreciate and live by the image of god as unconditional love. 

With a good and healthy image of God, we can then pray in a spiritually healthy way,  

 

If we image god this way, it follows that we need to image ourselves as sons and daughters of God who 

unconditionally loves. And that is wonderful. Sons and daughters need to have and express a dependent 

attitude. God is the holy one, a friend to be approached in awe and reverence: "hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come . . . " We pray thy will, not my will be done and for the coming of his kingdom, not my 

kingdom. This gives both meaning and direction to our lives. Today, Jesus speaks words. During passion 

he both speaks and models those words: "father, let this cup pass . . . Not my will but yours be done.into 

your hands I commend my spirit."  

 

We cannot afford to be distracted by Jesus' humorous example to a Jewish audience about a person 

wearing a friend down to get a favor. Why? We are part of a much later Christian community. If we have 

some spiritual maturity; we realize that we neither bargain with god nor feel that we have to beg god. 

There is no "us on our hind legs" begging for a treat. Abba wants to give us gifts that will help us; he loves 
us. We need to go to Jesus' own conclusion of his humorous example: "how much more will the father in 

heaven give the holy spirit to those who ask him." Jesus challenges us to do as he did; to ask our loving 

father- with trust, period. We extend our open arms toward him in openness. Or, in more difficult times, 



we remember Amy Floirian's example of the trapeze artist extending her arms back, vulnerably, towards 

her partner, the catcher.  

 

What about Jesus' insistence on persistence in prayer? Why do we need to repeat our requests? Delay in 

receiving a positive answer gently pushes us to rethink what we pray for. We may need to amend our 

petition to what will be better in the bigger picture. Let's never mindlessly, rattle off this precious prayer. 

Let's try always to pray this prayer attentively, from our hearts.  

 

After all, it is the one prayer that Jesus himself taught us.  

 
      

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 4, 2013)  
The book, Ecclesiastes, is something of a misfit in the bible. This is the only appearance of this book in the 

3-year cycle of Sunday readings. Today, it deserves our attention.  

 

Quooleth [ko-hehl-ehth] [“one who conducts a school”] was a philosopher, a realist. He was surely not a 

subscriber to ‘I’m okay; you’re okay.’ He belonged to the tell-‘em-like-it-is school.  

 

His opening words, “all things are vanity is the theme for his book. “Vanity” comes from the root of a 

word meaning to exhale, to evaporate. Vapor is something transient and insubstantial.  

 

All 3 of today’s readings converge - a rare occurrence. Paul in writing to the Colossians urges us to move 

beyond vanity, illusion, and set our hearts on what pertains to higher realms.  

 

Jesus talks about money in today’s Gospel. He sidesteps someone who wanted to put him in the middle of 

a family squabble. Jesus broadens the picture and addresses the bigger question: “take care! Be on your 

guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  

 

Yet, who can deny the powerful influence of greed in our culture? We see it in business executives, 

political figures, and religious leaders. We see it in stress in the workplace. We see it in megastores that 

pay low wages to financially strapped employees and provide bargains to the more affluent. We see it in 

the obscenity of CEO’s paid in a ratio of 500-to-1 over their workers. We see it in the ridiculous salaries 

and bonuses demanded by athletes and entertainers.  

 

Greed is a spiritual disease that convinces many that what they have is never enough. It is addictive and 

draws its victims to possess the poison that is killing them.  

 

In an issue of the magazine, Minnesota monthly, the cover story is entitled “big winners.” It is the story of 

the lottery mega-winners. The article mentions the millionaire circle club, a N.Y.-based support group for 

winners. Can you imagine? We know that there are support groups for alcohol, drug, and gambling abuse 

now; there are support groups for wealthy people. Why? You may ask. 

 Spouses seriously disagreeing on what to do with the money; 

 Relatives and friends continuously making their needs known to them; 

 They no longer know who their real friends are. 

The stories are so sad that it provokes us to say: “Vanity of vanities.”  

 

Jesus tells the parable about a man who experienced abundance and then acted greedily. How would he 

manage the increased assets his answer: build bigger barns; keep everything. Wrong! Correct answer: fill 

the empty barns of the poor that are already built.  

 



The antidote to poisonous greed is gratitude. We need to be grateful for what we have to draw us away 

from our attention on ourselves and turn our focus to the source of the good things in life that we already 

have. That strengthens our faith; it reminds us to share with others.  

 

The early Christian community, formed by Jesus, did not follow the worldly economy. “Steward” regards 

something a person becomes. A stewarding community is a community of serious gratitude and 

overflowing generosity. A stewarding community - family or church - replaces the worldly notions of 

power-by-possession with the God-like practice of sharing our abundance.  

 

As we come to know, sooner or later, satisfaction and security in life does not come from wealth, but from 

the way we relate to each other, the care we have within our family, the loyalty we have in relationships, 

the work we do in community.  

 

Our parish is a stewarding community. It understands itself as called into being by god and entrusted and 

empowered with god’s compassion to gratitude, generosity, hospitality, and service  

 

We need to learn not to hug what cannot hug us back.  

 
      

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 11, 2013)  
All three readings speak of faith. Faith is not logic; it is a conviction about what we do not see. Most 

basically, faith is trust.  

 

The second reading deals with Abraham, “our father in faith” - as our Eucharistic prayer calls him. The 

event occurred about the year 2000 BCE in Mesopotamia between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in a 

territory we now call Iraq.  

 

What singles out Abraham from all other tribal leaders is that he came to faith in the one, true god and that 

he was the first historical person to do so. He did not know much about God, but he learned something of 

how god works: 

1. God told him that he and Sarah would have a child; it was logically impossible - Sarah was past 

childbearing years. 

2. God then asked him to sacrifice their son, Isaac; it seemed like insanity to be willing to accept. 

How could there be a logical, divine plan in all this? 

3. God asked him to leave his home and his land and he promised him a future. He set out for the 

Promised Land, not even knowing where his journey would lead. 

That is how our God works with us: He asks us to trust, to take a risk, to move forward to a new 

adventure.  

 

The first reading begins with “that night.” We need to put on our Jewish ears to understand. All Jews knew 

exactly which night that was: the night that the exodus of the Jewish people from Egyptian slavery began. 

The exodus is the most startling example of god’s saving power to save for a Jew. The Jews did not move 

easily to the Promised Land; they spent 40 years walking to get there. They were asked to put their faith in 

god who would accompany them.  

 

Today’s Gospel consists of three short parables about the necessity of our watchfulness. The logic in the 

progression is that when one learns to trust in God’s generosity, one can wait expectantly and faithfully 

like servants who must faithfully wait for their master’s return, even if it is delayed. What an unpredictable 
reward! The master will then serve us servants.  

 



How about us? How about myself? Am I a person of faith? It seems that god has more competition in our 

day than in any time in history. Our lives are filled with such a high level of distraction that God’s voice is 

drowned out: radio, TV, and the new electronic gadgets that seem to appear almost weekly- coupled with 

an increasing hardness of heart by so many toward people in need.  

 

God reciprocates our efforts and has faith in us. We are made in his image and likeness. He knows us 

inside out because he made us. His seed of goodness planted in us is encouraged to root deeply within us 

and blossom so that we may serve the people in need whose lives we touch. Just as we trust in God, so 

God trusts in us to partner in works as an expression of our faith.  

 

We have heard that a journey begins with the first step. There are many outstanding examples. Mother 

Theresa said that after she got down to attend the first person she found in a Calcutta gutter, it got easier 

thereafter. Jean Vanier began his work by inviting two institutionalized adults with developmental 

disorders to live in his home. That was the beginning of l’Arche. Vanier had no idea where that idea would 

lead. In 2007, hundreds of handicapped people live in one hundred and thirty ecumenical communities 

across thirty countries.  

 

A book called Rescuers tells how ordinary people rescued Jewish friends and neighbors during the 

Holocaust. As one says, “You start off storing one suitcase for a friend, and before you knew it, you were 

in over your head.”  

 

We may not be moved to do such dramatic work for the Lord, but there are so many opportunities to reach 

out to someone right where we live every single day…if you have enough faith to believe in God, and to 

believe in yourself. Don’t worry too much about getting in over your head; however much or little you do 

in God’s name, simply do it from your heart.  

 
      

Salesian Sunday Reflection  

Assumption BVM (Cycle C)  

August 15, 2013  
 
August 15 is the Feast of the Assumption of Mary, her being raised into heaven. St. Francis de Sales notes 

that because of Mary’s complete openness and trust in God’s will, she helped to change the face of the 

earth:  

 

…since maternal love is the most ardent of all forms of love, since it is an indefatigable and insatiable 

love, how much must it have worked in the heart of such a Mother and for the hear of such a Son? (TLG 

3:8 183)  

 

..even this holy Virgin was subject to sleep…. Yes…this heavenly Queen never slept except out of love, 

since she gave rest to her precious body only to regain strength to serve God better later. Assuredly this is 

a most excellent act of charity. As the great St. Augustine say, Charity places an obligation upon us to love 

our bodies properly, since they are necessary for good works, constitute part of our person, and will share 

in eternal happiness. Indeed, a Christian must love his body as a living image of his incarnate Savior, as 

having issued with him from the same stock, and consequently belonging to him in parentage and blood. 

(TLG 3:8 183)  

 

But as to the most Blessed Virgin, O God, with what devotion must she have loved her own virginal body, 

not only because that body was sweet, humble, pure, obedient to holy love, and wholly anointed with a 

balm fragrant in a thousand holy ways, but also because it was the living source of our Savior’s body and 
belonged to him in the strictest sense and with an incomparable closeness. For this reason when she gave 

her angelic body to rest in sleep, she would say: “Take your rest now, thou Ark of the Covenant, vessel of 



sanctity, throne of the godhead. Ease thyself for a little while of thy weariness, and in this sweet and 

tranquil way restore again thy strength.” (TLG 3:8 184)  

 

What conversations must she have had with that dear child of hers. What sweet rewards must there have 

been in every way! (TLG 3:8 185)  

 

Why then should we deny a lesser marvel to her for whom and to whom God granted more graces than he 

either did or ever will do for all other creatures? (TLG 3:8 ,185)  

 

When our mind is raised above the natural light of reason and begins to see the sacred truth of faith…what 

joy ensures! The soul melts with pleasure as it hears the voice of its heavenly spouse, for he is found to be 

sweeter and more delicious than the honey of all human sciences. God has impressed upon all created 

things his traces, signs of passage, and footsteps. Hence our knowledge of his divine majesty drawn from 

creatures seems to be simply sight of God’s feet, whereas in comparison with it faith is sight of the very 

face of divine majesty. (TLG 3:9, 187)  

 

Let us purify all our intentions as far as we can. Let us consider all the good motives we can have for 

undertaking the act before us, so as to choose the motive of holy love, the most excellent love. Let us steep 

all other loves in holy love in order to transform them so that they become motives willed, accepted, loved 

and cherished by God.(TLG 11:14, 237)  

 

…there is no doubt that at the Assumption of the most holy Mother of the Savior all the angels were 

festive….And was not this the most beautiful and magnificent entrance into Heaven ever seen, second only 

to that of her Son? …she comes up from the desert like a column of smoke, laden with myrrh, with 

frankincense, and with the perfume of every exotic dust? (Fiorelli, Sermons 2:16)  

 

Know that in the matter of good works no one began so early in life nor persevered so diligently as did Our 

lady. The rest of us begin quite late, and if we do perform some good works, very often we lose out on 

them because of sin and inconstancy, so that the sum total is not found to be very much….And if by 

penitence we return to grace, do you not see that we manage our affairs poorly, for we waste very much 

time. (Sermons 2:17)  

 

Venial sin tarnishes our works, delays our progress, and impedes advancement. But our holy Lady was full 

of grace from her Conception. (Sermons, 2:17)  

 

…she was overflowing with delights, since in this world she had been so rich in good deeds and works! 

And so she was established in the highest reaches of the glory of the saints. (Sermons, 2:17)  

 

…God with His holy Providence, determining to create the spiritual world of His Church, placed over it as 

in a divine vault of Heaven two great lights: one greater the other lesser. The greater is His Son Jesus 

Christ…source of splendor, true Sun of justice. The lesser is the most holy Mother of this great Son…. 

(Sermons, 2:2)  

 

…He enlightened the land of the Church of the radiance of His miracles, example, teaching, and holy 

words!…(Sermons 2:3)  

 

Storks have great filial devotion toward their fathers and mothers. When their parents are old and …the 

harshness of the season and times compels them to take passage and retreat to a warmer spot, they take 

hold of their parents, burden themselves with them, and carry them on their wings that they may in some 

manner reciprocate the benefits they had received from them in their rearing. Our Lord had received His 

body from that of His Mother. He had been carried a long time in her sacred womb and in her chaste 
arms….Lord, You have commanded that children provide assistance to their aged parents and have 

embedded this law so deeply in nature that even the storks observe it…. But who is the child who, if he 



could, would not raise his good mother and place her in Paradise after her decease? This Mother of God 

dies of love, and the love of her Son resuscitated her.  

 

…we must cleanse our works and affections in order to purify them, and form and adjust them according 

to the Law of the Gospel. Without this we can make neither oblation nor sacrifice, and still less can we be 

saved except by believing [Mlk16:16] this Christian doctrine and forming ourselves according to it. It is 

there that we see what we must believe, ask for, and hope for. (Sermons 2:  

 

All her perfections, all her virtues, all her happiness are referred, consecrated and dedicated to the glory of 

her Son, who is their source, their author and finisher [Heb. 12:2 Douay]…. All returns to this point. 

(Sermons 2: 18  

 

On the contrary, the honor borne to the Mother, being referred to the Son, renders magnificent and 

illustrious the glory of His mercy. (Sermons 2:190)  

 

Certainly a day will come when we shall rise from the dead, and these mortal bodies which we have, now 

subject to corruption, will be immortal [1Cor. 15:51-54], entirely spiritual and remade like that of Our 

Lord. [Phil.3:21] (Sermons 2:119)  

 

Certainly according to the universal laws, the Virgin ought not to have been before the day of the General 

Resurrection, nor even to have been exempt from corruption. But the honor she had had of carrying before 

the eternal Father, not the Ark of the Covenant but His only Son, the Savior, the redeemer rendered her 

exempt from all these laws…. And why not the Virgin, to whom, says the great St. Anselm, we ought not 

to refuse any privilege or honor which can be accorded to any simple creature. (Sermons 2:14)  

 

The Son who, on coming into this world, received His body and His flesh from His Mother, would not all 

His Mother to remain here below, neither in the body nor in the soul. But shortly after she had paid the 

universal penalty of death, He took her to Himself into the kingdom of His holy Paradise. It is to this that 

the Church bears witness, calling this feast the "Assumption," based on the same Tradition by which she is 

assured of Mary’s death and resurrection. (Sermons, 2:15)  

 

Our Lord had received His body from that of His Mother. He had been carried for a long time in her sacred 

womb and in her chaste arms when, because of the harshness of the persecution, it was necessary to take 

passage and retreat into Egypt. (Sermons 2:15)  

(Adapted from the writings of St. Francis de Sales)  

 
 

     

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 18, 2013)  
Jesus said, “I have come to set the earth on fire and how I wish it were already blazing!” Jeremiah, the 

author of the first reading, wrote, “ within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones.”  

 

What is it that is burning within? The fire of enthusiasm. Enthusiasm sounds almost too weak a word. 

Athletes can surely appreciate the “fire in the gut” feeling. Being “fired up” means maximal effort, the 

absolute best effort within you. There is fire-filled effort in football on the two yard line – on both sides of 

the ball – that is never exceeded.  

 

John the Baptizer who said Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire prefigured Jesus. Here it is! 

The disciples on the road to Emmaus on Easter afternoon returned the seven miles to Jerusalem claiming 

their hearts were burning within them when Jesus spoke with them. Later, tongues of fire strengthened the 

apostles at Pentecost to speak out fearlessly of Jesus. Fire!  

 



Today, we do not hear more of his message. Instead, Jesus turned his attention from his message to the 

people who receive his message and what happens.  

 

He asks, “Do you think I have come to bring peace? No, I tell you, but rather, division!” Jesus tells of the 

different effects of his message on different households. He tells us that his message will not result in 

having one, big, happy family. He said elsewhere that his word was like a two-edged sword. It cut those 

from Jewish culture; it cut those from secular culture. It led him to his death.  

 

Yet, from Jewish culture, Peter led those people who listened: Jesus’ people. From secular culture, Paul 

and his companions led people who listened to form a community who were called “Christians” for the 

first time.  

 

Christian faith is trust, acceptance of Jesus; it is entering what philosophers call “a new sphere of 

existence.” The division of Christian faith is simple: either you accept Jesus or you do not. Christian 

religions, on the other hand, have creeds and codes. Religion is the institution supporting faith. A religion 

is a means, not an end. Christian religions, as we know, differ: Lutheran, Methodism, Baptist, etc. In the 

last forty years, and a lot of meetings, there are fewer differences among Christian religions.  

 

Finally, there are divisions within the same Christian religion: there are progressives and there are 

conservatives. Some of our leaders support the decisions of Vatican II; some want the former, top-down 

leadership to return. These are presently having their way. As people decide, divisions emerge.  

 

The unknown author of Hebrews, our second reading, urges us “to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus who 

inspires and perfects our faith.” Jesus is the object of our faith. May we not be distracted by human 

standards of religions’ ritual observances or creedal orthodoxy. In the end we will be judged on how we 

have lived as loving members of our faith family.  

 

The opposite of division is unity. We remember Jesus’ prayer at the last supper: “I pray…that all may be 

one as you, father, are in me, and I am in you; I pray that they may be [one] in us.” To have unity we do 

not need uniformity, but some, especially the hierarchy, maintain that unity requires uniformity. Common 

sense says we can maintain unity in our diversity. In our multi-culture world, how can leaders expect 

uniformity? There is an old adage in political science: “You can’t legislate universally for a heterogeneous 

group.  

 

May the fire spoken of by Jesus be the spark of love for Jesus that has taken hold in our hearts and grows 

stronger as faith grows within us. At times, it is a fire that illuminates our minds with new insights and 

transforms us. At times, it brightens a scene of god’s magnificent creation, and lifts our spirit. At times, it 

becomes a driving energy as we face the hurdles of life as a fire within us to stretch ourselves. At times it 

is the solitary light burning at the end of the tunnel. Often, it is the wonderfully warm glow that emanates 

from this loving, faith community and encourages us.  

 
  

     

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 25, 2013)  
Two “door stories” from the New Testament impact us. One is from the book of revelation: “Here I stand 

knocking at the door. If anyone hears me calling and opens the door, I will enter his house and have supper 

with him and he with me.” That verse is supported by the familiar picture of Jesus standing outside a door 

without a doorknob. It must be opened from the inside . . . by us.  

 

In the other story, the one in today’s Gospel, Jesus answers a seeker who asks, “Will only a few be saved” 

with “strive to enter through the narrow gate…” Here, the seeker is on the outside and Jesus is on the 

inside, but in both stories about entrance to life with our god, some effort is required of us who want to be 



on the same side of the door / gate as Jesus. Whether it is by turning the doorknob and opening it or by 

walking through the gate, something is required of us.  

 

Jesus says that the master does not know where the petitioner comes from. Jesus is surely not talking about 

geography. He speaks of the necessary “striving” to enter. He adds that some will not be strong enough. 

He says that he recognizes those who are coming from the same place as he. The “same place” – again, not 

geographical - includes those who have taken on his mindset, his heart and strive to love everyone. This 

story reminds us of his saying that the sheep recognize the good shepherd’s voice; and he, theirs.  

 

So, the question for us today is whether we are among those who strive to enter, whether we “will be in 

that number when the saints go marching in.” This is what the first reading from Isaiah is about. The 

prophet is telling the Jews that God will use every imaginable means of transportation used for both war 

and commerce. Chariots and carts and mules and camels sounds like mass transportation, not the saving of 

only “a few.”  

 

More significantly, they will come from the farthest places the people of that time could imagine: from the 

west - in Spain [Tarshish] and from over in Africa [Put & Lud], from a tiny island around Greece [Javan 

(dzhay van)], from up the coast of the Black Sea [Tubal (tyoo b’l)]. These foreign people are going to enter 

the door just as the Israelites will. The point: the kingdom of god is larger than they expect and extends far 

beyond Israel. Socks will probably also drop at who will be there. Elsewhere, the god of surprises says that 

prostitutes and sinners will enter before those expecting admittance.  

 

Entering the door will be a question of whom we know, but not in the politically correct sense. Knowing 

and empathizing with Jesus in his mind and heart converts our minds and hearts, who we are. Conversion 

will make us recognizable to him. He knows us if we are like him, living Jesus. He came among us as a 

servant. That was a favorite metaphor right to the end, to the last supper foot-washing and his hanging on 

the cross as the suffering servant. He recognizes fellow servants.  

 

Servants are expected to do things. The fact that we are servants of the lord means that much more is 

expected of us than the worldly, minimum daily requirement of decency. If we set our sights only on 

keeping our noses clean, that is not being a servant / disciple. That is trying to play it safe. Playing it safe is 

a futile business because Jesus never “played it safe.”  

 

The “last” by worldly reckoning will be “first” through the door in Jesus’ view, and the firsts from a 

worldly perspective will find themselves at the back of the line Jesus tells us.  

 

Each of us can rejoice in the fact that we have been invited. We have been offered the gift of faith with its 

expectations. We can rejoice that Jesus walks with us each step of the way. Our task is to be attentive, to 

listen for the lord and to respond with our continued “Yes, Lord” to our daily invitations.  

 

This is our task: turning the knob on our side of the door; walking toward the gate by “striving” to identify 

with the mind and heart of our master. Striving to live Jesus is what we are called to do.  

 
  

     

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 1, 2013)  
I would be embarrassed to tell you how many years I read this gospel about table seating and hosting - and 

just didn’t get it. Perhaps you have had trouble, too. We were not there. We did not hear Jesus’ inflection 

nor did we see the wry smile on Jesus’ face. I took as serious where Jesus was poking fun. Understanding 

that, the reading makes sense. His point speaks to the prideful Pharisee in many of us.  

 

Jesus’ parable about how the guests might strategize to jockey them-selves into more prestigious seats is 



nothing short of comedy. Rather than speak directly about humility, Jesus creates a slightly outrageous 

story / parable to make his point.  

 

Humility is having accurate knowledge of ourselves and accepting ourselves. In the parable, Jesus looks at 

motives. Humility is elusive; it is a slippery fish. In claiming that we have it, we lose it to pride. He 

challenges his host, the guests, and us to become humble.  

 

Jesus’ words: “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted” cannot be ignored. We see some football players, after a great play, point skyward while others 

proudly thump their chests.  

 

There are times when laughter is the best spiritual medicine. We need to be able to laugh at ourselves. I 

love another of those wonderful, Alcoholics Anonymous maxims of profound wisdom; “I may not be 

much, but I’m all I can think about.” The humor is so insightful. Humility is truth as Saint Therese, the 

little flower, says. It is the recognition that in god’s kingdom every individual is a beloved child of god. 

Stories such as today’s gospel make it clear that as an after-dinner speaker, Jesus probably caused 

heartburn for the Pharisee host.  

 

In the second part of this episode, Jesus turns his attention away from being a good guest to being a good 

host. If we invite those who cannot reciprocate, we trade off dining with the somewhat rich and famous 

now for dining later at the banquet of the just in heaven. Throughout his ministry, Jesus judged the least, 

the lost and the forgotten as those most worthy of the kingdom of God.  

 

I honestly do not know anyone or have even heard of anyone – including any religious family and my 

family of origin - who follows Jesus’ words literally as to who is to be invited to a gathering. Jesus is on a 

roll with his offbeat approach. This is hyperbole – deliberate exaggeration – about his preferred guest list. 

These words serve as a reminder to us of Jesus’ preferential option for the poor. Jesus wants inclusion, not 

exclusion.  

 

What are we to do to steer between the twin rocks of a prideful attitude and self-rejection? We take the 

polarities of success and failure and learn the best from each. The unitive consciousness is balance, is 

reality.  

 

The humble, gifted soprano does not deny the truth of her ability, nor does a good and humble athlete 

speak as if he is inept. We need simply to acknowledge our giftedness, but not get carried away with 

ourselves. We try to think no more highly nor lowly of ourselves than what is true. When complimented 

for an accomplishment, we simply say “thank you.” This acknowledges the truth-as-someone-sees-it, 

neither allowing our heads to swell, nor groveling that we are unworthy of the compliment.  

 

We thereby allow our genuine, self-worth to grow, interiorly giving more of the credit to god. For, after 

all, “what do we have that we have not received?”  

 

The humble have no problem recognizing their dependence on god and others. They acknowledge their 

own shortcomings and forgive the shortfall in others. Because they are not pretentious, the humble can rub 

elbows with the world’s “nobodies” and the really “somebodies” and be grateful for the good company of 

both.  

 
  

     

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 8, 2013)  
September has returned - a growing shortness in daylight- crispness in the early morning air. Those lazy, 

hazy, crazy days of summer are becoming just a memory. Whether we are still in school or long gone from 



school, there is a September spirit in the air: new beginnings. There is the start-up of activities – an 

unwritten, carry-over into adult life: things re-awaken in September.  

 

New adventures need planning. We have a tradition for planning that goes back long before Jesus. It is 

being a realist when we initiate something. The examples that Jesus uses of the king contemplating battle 

and the builder contemplating construction are stark reality.  

 

“No one plans to fail they just fail to plan.” is a helpful adage. The Ryugyong hotel in Pyongyang, North 

Korea is a 105-story, abandoned, concrete shell that was begun in 1989. It was expected to be the tallest 

hotel and one of the tallest buildings in the world. It is permanently uninhabitable because of its faulty 

structure and cost. It towers over the skyline as an international monument to poor planning.  

 

No one plans to fail they just fail to plan. Cost is an essential part of planning. Dietrich Bonheoffer, the 

German theologian who died in a Nazi death-camp, understood this. In his book, The Cost of Discipleship, 

he says, using different words but the same thought as Jesus, there is no “cheap grace.”  

 

Jesus tells us the cost for our planning to be a disciple in today’s gospel: you must “hate” even your father 

and mother. Now, we know that the Aramaic word for hate does not mean the same in English as it does in 

Aramaic; there, it is not an emotional hate, but rather means “to love less” or “not to choose.” The meaning 

of the gospel is that nothing and no one can be put ahead of God in our personal hierarchy of values. So, 

both the wisdom of common sense and the wisdom of the Lord is, “No pain no gain.”  

 

I think every one of us takes a long time to come to comprehend that “hard” saying of Jesus about 

prioritizing god above all. We tend to ignore it. Jesus teaches us that there must be no idolatries in our life 

- no matter how worthy the object of our devotion may be. People, like father, mother, loved one, children, 

friends; things, like career, education, talent, physical fitness, television, sports. We must “hate” [refuse to 

idolize] all persons, all things. Discipleship with its cost is paramount; it redefines all other loyalties.  

 

We have an advantage over the people who heard Jesus that day. Neither Jesus nor his listeners knew then 

all that lay before Jesus: the cost of loss of the respect of many, the cost of the passion, and the cost of his 

crucifixion. We have the benefit of having seen the whole picture, including his resurrect-ion. We have 

seen what has happened within us after our appreciation for what he has done.  

 

In considering the cost of discipleship, we raise another question: what is the cost of not following? Only 

God knows. In our hearts, we sense a great tragedy avoided. Jesus asked peter, after many had left Jesus 

when he spoke of his real presence in Eucharist, “Will you also go?” Peter answered for so many of us on 

many questions even in our own lifetime: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of everlasting 

life.”  

 

September is a time for planning. Just as football teams have a game plan, financial analysts have a fiscal 

plan, teachers have a lesson plan, students have a study plan -- each one of us today needs a personal, 

spiritual plan. No one plans to fail they just fail to plan.  

 

How are we planning our use of our time, our talent, and our treasure? It might be a very good idea to 

answer that question during quiet time after communion as we entertain Jesus in our spirits and bodies.  

 

Smell the change in the September air.  

 
  

     

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 15, 2013)  
The story of the prodigal son is both the most consoling and yet most challenging story in the New 



Testament. Having been lost morally, for a time, is not an unknown experience for many of us. We may 

more easily identify with the younger son.  

 

Jesus portrays his father in heaven as the father of two sons. The younger son makes a decision to do life 

“his way.” It doesn’t work out. We need to put on our Jewish ears to hear how bad it was: he gets a job 

feeding pigs. A good Jew would not eat pork and would not slop pigs. He “comes unto himself.” He is not 

sorry for having insulted his father by asking his father “to make like he’s dead, so he can get his 

inheritance.” He is selfishly sorry because his own, personal day to day life is miserable.  

 

He composes and practices his well-worded “act of contrition” and starts for home. His father sees him 

from afar. Had he been watching for him for months, years? His father runs to greet him. His son never 

even finishes his act of contrition, poor as it is.  

 

The father accepts him as he is. His father is exuberant: get new clothes; a robe, sandals, a ring. Let’s party 

– no cold cuts. We’re having filet mignon.  

 

The elder son. Who dutifully did what he was told regarding work, comes in from the fields. He becomes 

angry. More significantly, he lacks his father’s generous heart and spirit.  

 

The father understands. This son is also lost, so the father goes out to meet him, as well. This son is hard-

hearted - like the Pharisees in Jesus’ day and perhaps, a little like ourselves.  

 

Earlier in my life, I identified with the younger brother. As life went on, I identified with the older brother 

in hindsight, having gone through the “duty’’ stage of immature, spiritual growth. It is a stage of being 

self-righteous, unforgiving. Pondering this parable, recognizing how pharisaical it is, we see Jesus’ guiding 

us to a new level with a new principle: “everything through love; nothing through fear.”  

 

This is also another vivid example of a key issue in the New Testament: forgiveness. Our father loves us 

unconditionally. The meaning of “unconditional” is seen in this story. He loves us no matter what we do. 

We appreciate that as the best part of the good news. His love is called “agape,” a love that refuses to take 

revenge for hurts or exact punishment.  

 

Let’s recall that Jesus’ words: “be perfect as your heavenly father is perfect” are in the context of the 

father’s mercy to us. We got a sense of relief to learn that we are not expected to do everything we do 

perfectly; that is the error of “perfectionism.” In our relief from perfectionism, however, let’s not forget 

what Jesus’ saying does mean: grudges are not allowed. It is the tender secret of the human-divine 

relationship.  

 

Unforgiveness is a spiritual cancer that destroys our spirit / our soul as inexorably as untreated physical 

cancer will kill our physical body. Our Father is aware of his children’s sins, takes the initiative, comes out 

to meet us, and rejoices at our homecoming. Once again, this is an example of God being a both/and God, 

not an either/or God. He goes out to both sons.  

 

Don’t you think that a parent’s joy at a child’s rehabilitation from drugs or alcohol more closely mirrors 

god than the moralist’s condemnation of evil or the church’s imposing a penalty? Significantly, there is no 

conclusion to the story of the second son; the story stops without the elder son’s response. The father now 

begins his worrisome wait for the elder son.  

 

And us? We are challenged to evolve toward the third person in the drama, the hero-father. When we have 

done what we can do in a relationship, we wait both for someone to return from alienation and wait - even 

for churchmen – for hearts to soften, lose self-righteousness, and find love.  



 

As I said at the beginning, this parable is at once consoling and challenging.  

 
  

     

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 22, 2013)  
Luke’s Jesus is vividly aware of our attraction to money and possessions and how we pursue them. Last 

Sunday we heard about the prodigal son who asked prematurely for his inheritance. In fact, the identical 

Greek word used to describe the steward in today’s gospel as “squandering” his master’s wealth is the 

word used of the prodigal son “squandering” his inheritance. Next Sunday, we will hear about the rich man 

luxuriating while Lazarus, a poor man, pitifully sits at his door.  

 

Luke is making it patently clear that wealth is not a measure of one’s worth. John Calvin in the 16th 

century asserted that wealth was a sign of God’s pleasure with us. This is cited as the cause of the 

“protestant work ethic.” People, consciously or unconsciously, began to work harder to become wealthier 

to look “blessed.” The Joneses became a recognized family name. The rat race evolved!  

 

Today’s gospel is surely an offbeat story - unusual for Jesus. When called on the carpet for squandering, 

the steward knows two things: his master is honest, and, more importantly to him, he is incredibly 

merciful. The master does not turn the steward over to be whipped until he has paid the last penny. He 

simply dismisses, fires him.  

 

The slick steward thinks on his feet and comes up with a clever plan that hinges on his master’s mercy. He 

has to work fast - before the word is out that he has been fired and lacks the authority to implement his 

clever plan.  

 

He plans to take care both of himself and make his former master look good. He hopes that the master will 

not later want to appear ungenerous after appearing so generous to his debtors. The slick steward 

“summons” the debtors and asks them what they owe “his master.” He tells them “write quickly” for good 

reason.  

 

He already has the mercy of his master for his past misdeeds and now wants to gain the good will of his 

master’s debtors in a hope for future security. It is not a foolproof plan; it may backfire. First, the debtor 

who deflates the debt may not want to deal with this manager in the future whom he knows to be 

untrustworthy. Also, the debtor was told to take his bill and reduce it in his own handwriting. He thereby 

becomes a co-conspirator in the plot.  

 

As we all know, the duplicity and dishonesty is not praiseworthy; Jesus praises the quick thinking and 

ingenuity of the steward. Jesus is encouraging us to be as ingenious in doing his work, the building of his 

kingdom.  

 

A parish not far to the north in the archdiocese of Philadelphia produces ads and rents space during advent 

in local movie theatres: “Come home for Christmas,” attempting to welcome and bring back alienated 

Catholics. The same parish supplied insulated holders for hot coffee cups with the same theme to attract 

the alienated. The ideas worked; many returned to church; the RCIA also flourished with people who felt 

that they found a place where they felt wanted.  

 

Elsewhere, a divorce and separated group advertised their availability for support with notices on the 

bulletin boards of local, large, food stores where newly divorced Catholics might stop to check on local 

resources in their new-found state. It worked.  

 

Jesus isolated a single trait in the manager and praised his imaginative solution, not his dishonesty. Our 



imagination is often an untapped source since we come from an age that has stressed the importance of our 

intellect, not our imagination.  

 

The parish of resurrection has creative, imaginative, progressive people. Our Gospel is a wake-up call for 

all of us to use our imaginations in the building of the kingdom of God.  

 
  

     

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 29, 2013)  
Our God has a thing about names. He changed Abram’s name to Abraham, Simon’s to Peter. Jesus told 

many parables. Do you realize that today’s parable is the only one in which a participant has a name: 

Lazarus [which means: God helps]?  

 

Early in the last century, an official English translation of the official Latin text took “dives,” the Latin 

adjective meaning “rich” and mistakenly personified it, made it a person’s name – a mistake many of you 

probably remember. This was called the parable of Dives and Lazarus.  

 

The rich man wore a purple robe with fabric dyed with a pricey die from Tyre then called “Tyrean red.” 

Only the wealthy and royalty could afford it. Bread was also used as a napkin at that time. It was used and 

discarded and may well have been all that kept Lazarus alive.  

 

As we heard, when the rich man died after Lazarus, he saw Lazarus sitting next to Abraham in the place of 

honor. He is still trying to give orders: have pity…send Lazarus to dip his finger . . . Send him to my 

father’s house.” Abraham gently calls the rich man “my child” and reminds him that he was once rich and 

Lazarus, poor, and that there is now a great chasm between them. Abraham is not angry with the rich man; 

he simply states the facts. When the rich man wants his brothers warned, Abraham simply states that the 

brothers have had the words of “Moses and the prophets;” that is, the Hebrew scriptures. Lazarus, 

previously, and his brothers, currently, have not listened to scripture. Jesus ironically closes the parable, 

putting the words in Abraham’s mouth: “Neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the 

dead.” Listening works. The spectacular does not.  

 

The parable is not complex. Listening is our response to scripture, the voice of God. When one does not 

listen, there are consequences. Abraham’s tone is not angry, not vindictive. The rich man is not portrayed 

as a terrible person; Lazarus is not portrayed as a virtuous person. Abraham simply repeats a teaching: how 

one uses one’s earthly resources is very important, and there is a consequence for neglecting the poor.  

 

Death is a pivotal event in the parable; it is like an official’s game-ending whistle or the courtside, final 

horn. Their sound marks the end of opportunity. The consequence of our real-time effort then plays out; 

one reaps what one has sown. Faith and hope are no more, leaving love / charity as the greatest and the 

forever virtue.  

 

We recall Jesus’ words: “Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours.” Each of us 

needs to listen whether it is between two of us or as a whole community. We need to live a reflective, not a 

hyperactive lifestyle. Hyperactivity numbs us. Being reflective allows us to be a listener - a listener both to 

Jesus and to the cry of the poor.  

 

 

 

     

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary time (October 6, 2013)  
There is the story of the Irish woman, Deirdre, who looked out of her window after reading about faith 
moving a tree in Luke’s Gospel and a mountain in Matthew’s gospel. She saw in the distance the 

mountains of Mourne shouldering their way down to the sea. She decided to “give it a try.” She scrunched 



her eyes shut and spoke intently with God, seeing if she could get the mountains to move. After a minute, 

she wide-opened her eyes - everything was right where it had been before. She said: “I nivir taut he would 
do it!”  

 

Today’s Gospel cannot be understood without reading the preceding verses. Jesus had just called his 

followers to forgive seven times. That is the context that needs to be understood. Vindictive revenge was 

the cultural norm of that time and, unfortunately, for some in our own day. To them, forgiveness seems 

like nonsense. There’s little wonder, then, they would ask for more faith to accept the teaching on 

forgiveness.  

 

The Apostles indicate that they have faith, but need a booster or, as they say, an “increase.” Jesus’ 

response stunned them. It’s not the quantity of faith, but the quality that needs to change. A tiny bit, like a 

mustard seed, is enough to achieve the spectacular. They need an attitude adjustment to use the faith that 

they already have.  

 

Perhaps we can learn from Jesus. Our effort to do such difficult things as forgive is never “enough;” we 

need to be open to God’s initiating call and respond to it. Doing the difficult “things” of following Jesus is 

not solely about our effort o our action - we act in union with God’s activity.  

 

Our faith and god’s grace interact for us to grow. The good that we do is as much the fruit of god’s grace 

as it is our effort. We do the good things of the kingdom the same way that we pray: “through him, with 

him, in him.” humanity and divinity work together to bring about both our growth and the building of the 

kingdom ! The magnitude of moving a tree or a mountain speaks to the magnitude of what god can do with 

us. Let’s not pat ourselves on the back as though we did it all by ourselves.  

 

Jesus’ parable requires us to put on our first century cultural ears. If we do not, we do not get it. In that 

day, slavery was a common and accepted practice. It was only later that civilization evolved to the point 

that we realized that slavery was evil - the parable has nothing to say about the morality of slavery. Jesus 

simply draws a lesson from their experience of slavery. Like slaves who did what is expected of them, we 

are to forgive without question.  

 

Who of us does not need more confidence in our divine partnership? I think that the vitality of our 

confidence is rooted in self-discernment. Some questions may be helpful. What talents do I have? With 

what personal accomplishments am I pleased? On what do people compliment me? Yes, this is profiling – 

but some profiling, as it turns out, may actually be good! And it is helpful in discerning how we can 

progress in our personal faith and help others more creatively.  

 

The self-discernment and self-identification of our talents provides the self-confidence to respond in faith 

to the inspirations that come to us in times of our God-awareness or from the suggestions of others.  

 

We cannot wait for some sensed, divine empowerment that comes to us while tripping through the dewy 

grass in our bare feet. We recall that the Lord did not come in a powerful wind or in a lightning strike. The 

Lord came then - and comes now - in a whisper. This self-discernment is a hearing aide for the whisper 

that inspires you and me to work in our partnership with our Lord in both our personal, spiritual health and 

in the building of the kingdom.  

 
  

     

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 13, 2013)  
In the first reading from Kings, an unlikely person appears. It is an outcast, a non-Jew Syrian general by 

the name of Naaman. The story of Naaman shows humility as the key pre-requisite for gratitude - and the 

faith that flows from gratitude.  



 

Naaman showed his humility in a drama of three scenes. In the first, Naaman admits his lack of self-

sufficiency and seeks out the conquered, Jewish prophet Elisha to ask for help. In the second scene, Elisha 

did not even come out to meet Naaman but sent a prescription to him through one of his followers: bathe 

seven times in the Jordan River! (Almost sounds like saying, “Go, jump in a lake.”) Naaman needed to 

swallow his pride; he “knew” how foolish it sounded and that there were just as good or even better rivers 

in Syria. But he submitted his judgment . . . and the rest, as they say, is history.  

 

In the third scene, Naaman came back to say thank you and more - he expresses faith in the God of the 

Jews: “Now I know that there is no god in all the earth except in Israel . . . Allow your servant to be given 

as much earth as two mules can carry, because I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any god 

except the Lord.” Naaman accepted God’s gift and responded with praise. He wanted to worship on Jewish 

soil. Faith.  

 

The ten lepers in Luke’s Gospel called Jesus “master.” Perhaps, they sensed the power of God. Ten were 

cured; only one returned and fell at the feet of Jesus and “glorifying God in a loud voice thanked him.” He 

was a Samaritan, a Jewish outcast. And yet, and Jesus said: “Your faith has saved you.” Is praise and 

gratitude identified with faith?  

 

So often we are like the nine lepers who were cured but did not return to give thanks. We, too, take good 

things for granted - the good test results, the accident avoided on the highway, the negative x-ray. So often 

we chalk up the good things that occur in our lives as being solely the result of our own efforts: 

“The reason I do not have lung cancer is that I stopped smoking.”  

“I am healthy; I eat healthfully; I avoid fats, salt, sugar, cholesterol.”  

“I exercise. It’s all about me; I made it happen.” 

True, we cooperate, but “none of the above” guarantees good health.  

 

Like the nine lepers do we simply want to get on with our lives instead of reflecting on the source of good 

gifts? After any of our various recoveries, do we move on immediately - without first giving thanks?  

 

This second “good Samaritan” in the gospel, the tenth leper, surely wanted to get on with his life, too. Yet, 

there was a difference with him: he chose to glorify God and then thank Jesus. There is a character 

difference between the person of faith and others who do not return to express gratitude.  

 

Jesus taught us the lesson of the connectedness of humility, gratitude and faith. At the last supper on the 

night before he died, Jesus washed the feet of his Apostles. Humility. He gave thanks to his Father and 

instituted Eucharist, a word that means “thanksgiving.”Gratitude. He went to Calvary and commended 

himself to the hands of our father. Faith.  

 

Humility is the underpinning of gratitude. We recognize our insufficiency and our gratitude to God. 

Humility and gratitude makes us “soft-eyed.” Gratitude introduces us to faith - as Naaman and the 

Samaritan make clear. Humility and gratitude render it impossible to have the “hard-eyes” of the macho 

personality skeptic or the cynic.  

 

For what are you thankful to God? When is the last time you’ve expressed your thanks?  

 
  

     

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 20, 2013)  
Our Gospel begins: “Jesus told his disciples a parable…” The word “parable” is familiar to us. It is from 
two Greek words. “Para” as in “parallel” means “side by side” and “bal” as in “ballistic” means “throw,” 

So, parable means that two ideas are thrown down side by side and compared as similar or different. 



Usually, we hear Jesus speaking about the similarities of the two side by side items.  

 

But today, we hear the difference between the dishonest judge who grudgingly hears this case and our 

honest father who enthusiastically listens to us. Today’s story is an echo of Chapter 11 where the 

inhospitable man would not get out of his bed out of compassion to help his friend, but did get up so he 

could get back to sleep. He is completely different from our Father who graciously answers the door when 

we knock. Jesus used a bit of humor to remind us of the difference between us faulted human beings and 

our gracious Father.  

 

Our understanding of God presupposes two things: first, God already knows our needs so we really cannot 

give him new information. Second, God is loving, willing and able to meet our needs. The point of prayer 

of petition is neither an attempt to enlighten God’s mind nor to change God’s will. After all, we pray in the 

Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be done.”  

 

So, why pray for things since God already knows what we need? We pray to help ourselves understand. 

We sometimes find that the answer to our prayer is “no,” not because our Father is mean-spirited, but 

because God sees the big picture and what we pray for may not really good for us. We, sometimes slowly, 

have to come to the realization of what is really good for us. Prayer helps. Persistent prayer gradually 

opens our eyes to what we actually need and what God wants to give us.  

 

Realizing our real need may include insight into how we ourselves can achieve what we have been praying 

for. We invite the possibility that God has already given us the talent and the strength to bring about what 

we pray for without additional intervention by God.  

 

Persistent prayer is not an option to cultivate; it is critical. Unless and until we pray persistently, there are 

some things that God cannot tell us, cannot provide for us. We need to quiet ourselves, so we can listen - 

most often, not to audible words from God, but to thoughts that come to us when we speak to him. 

Remember Elijah in the cave? He did not hear God in the earthquake or the wind or the fire - he heard god 

in the “gentle whisper”. [Kg.19; 12] God seldom – if ever - shouts.  

 

In global, “big box” needs, it is helpful to realize that we may never see the final result of our prayer. 

Many cathedral builders of old did not live to see future generations worshiping in the cathedrals they were 

building back in the age of cathedrals. Olive tree growers did not see the fruit of their efforts, for an olive 

tree is not expected to bear fruit for the first eighty years. The cathedral builders and the olive growers 

inside each of us need faith and trust. We will use our persistent efforts to do our bit to benefit others yet 

unborn. Praying through discouraging setbacks gives us clearer vision.  

 

In our persistent prayer we have no guarantee that we always shall see results. Peace and justice, right to 

life, needed institutional church changes are issues that are examples. Our Lord wants these needs to 

become realities infinitely more than we. Prayer keeps us going and enables us to see new opportunities for 

action. We should not lose heart for at the true heart of everything is God’s ever-lasting and loving will.  

 

We are called to live a pattern of both public, Eucharistic prayer and individual prayer so as to maintain 

communication at the divine on both the community and the individual levels. Communication is the life-

blood of our deepest need, relationship. It is precisely the same with ourselves in relationship with God.  

 
  

     

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (October 27, 2013)  
The “prayer” of the Pharisee in today’s Gospel is basically a monologue of self-congratulation. Four times 

he began with “I.” His ego blossoms into contempt for others. He speaks a word of thanks, but it is not for 

any gift that has been given. He congratulates himself for being better than others.  



 

His words indicate that he believes it is his own deeds that make him righteous; that is, right-with-God. 

Insofar as he fails to give God any credit for his good deeds, he becomes self-righteous.  

 

There is some Pharisee in us all. Like him, we consider ourselves religious people. Like him our motives 

for what we do and why we act are sometimes flawed. Ego enters. Pharisees endured flagrantly through 

the Inquisition in the Roman Catholic Church and through the Salem witch-hunts among Protestant 

Puritans. More currently, through killing us “infidels” among Muslim fundamentalists and through 

covering-up abusive clergy among our hierarchy. While my flaws may not be quite so extravagant, I still 

need to admit to them and work on them.  

 

Pascal once observed, “People never do evil more completely and cheerfully as when they do it from a 

religious conviction.”  

 

On the other hand, the tax collector was a public sinner, a collaborating traitor to Israel and to Judaism. 

Reconciliation requires full restitution for what he took – impossible because he surely had spent some of 

it. He throws himself on God’s mercy. Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.  

 

The tax collector’s humble confession of guilt is actually a profession of faith, for God alone is the source 

of mercy. The tax collector clearly believes in the God of mercy. He leaves the temple justified and 

righteous.  

 

There is also some tax collector in us all. We recall some embarrassing things we have done that we cannot 

undo. We stand before God at the beginning of Mass and acknowledge our sinfulness both “for what we 

have done and what we have failed to do.”  

 

Humility includes the spiritual maturity to correctly assess ourselves. Who am I? I am not God. I have no 

business playing God. On the other hand, I am not “junk.” Humility is truth: the awareness of both our 

limitations and our blessings; acceptance of who we are not as well as who we are.  

 

I love the brief summary of today’s Gospel: two men went up to the temple to pray - one didn’t, one did.  

 

Recognizing and acknowledging our shortfalls and asking for mercy somehow joins each of us with one 

another. Ten years of experience as a retreat director taught me a spiritual life lesson. When groups 

arrived, one of the first tasks was to help the retreatants to feel comfortable with one another so that we 

were able to share our thoughts. We employed “ice-breakers” – a perfect phrase for the task. Most groups 

who came were composed of people who were leaders: parish councils, faculties from grade school to 

university, cursillo groups and administrative groups. Icebreakers worked well.  

 

However, I discovered – in a eureka moment - that one kind of group needed no icebreaker. The reason: 

they did not come as leaders. These were groups in alcohol and drug programs; they were in lifelong 

recovery. They freely admitted their weakness and inability to heal themselves. These were people who 

had been humbled by their disease and remained humble. Many were as talented and intelligent as anyone 

in this worship space. They recognized their common gift: sobriety. What they had in common was more 

valuable than their many and varied other gifts. They bonded as a result of that recognition and gratitude 

for sobriety and the 12 steps that led to it. They needed no icebreaker; they bonded immediately. I learned 

this important truth: we bond more easily in being united in our weakness than in our strength. Being in the 

same boat bonds. Being weak and vulnerable together results in bonding more closely than the bonding in 

being in a leadership group.  

 

I shall never forget what a private retreatment, not part of the sobriety retreat, but was present, “observing” 
them – for the want of a better word - and lacked bonding in her own life - said to me in an air of 

admiration: “I almost wish I were an alcoholic.” No further comment is needed.  



 

What a lesson for us all in our common sinfulness and the sure gift of divine mercy that we have available 

to us.  

 

Just before we approach the table today, we will pray with the words of the Roman Centurion, “O Lord, I 

am not worthy for you to enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” If there 

is to be a change in liturgy, I would suggest that the prayer of the tax collector in today’s Gospel be 

substituted: “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This is an attitude that Jesus himself tells us “makes us 

right” before God.  

 
  

     

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 3, 2013)  
The Book of Wisdom, heard in the first reading, is the youngest book of the Jewish Bible and was written 

into excellent Greek at Alexandria in Egypt where the Torah was translated into Greek about 50 years 

before Jesus was born.  

 

Wisdom attempts to promote service to the God of Israel as the most meaningful way of life. It speaks of 

eternal life and accentuates God’s loving patience -- and -- it introduces a new title for God: “Lover of 

souls.”  

 

The title-phrase “lover of souls” is dramatically carried out in today’s Gospel with Zacchaeus. God would 

have to be a lover of souls to love Zacchaeus. His story is an ancient version of “Guess who’s coming to 

dinner.” Zacchaeus is one of the most curious “characters” in the Gospels. He lives in Jericho, a city 

located about 15 miles east of Jerusalem near where the Jordan empties into the Dead Sea. Jericho is 

recognized as the oldest continually inhabited city in the world. On this day, a visitor enters Jericho and it 

will forever be remembered not merely for its longevity.  

 

Zacchaeus was, in our politically correct jargon, “vertically challenged.” He was short. Also, he was less 

than “cool.” We hear of him, as an adult, running ahead and shinnying up a tree to try to see a passing 

celebrity, Jesus. Zacchaeus climbed the tree to see Jesus, but it was Jesus who envisions Zacchaeus.  

 

What was it about Jesus and his message that offered Zacchaeus something that all his money and power 

as chief tax collector could not supply? Zacchaeus wanted something more. What it was propelled him to 

run ahead and climb the sycamore tree?  

 

Zacchaeus was all too aware of relentless rejection by his fellow Jews. Jewish people then and now are not 

bashful about saying what they think. Jesus had several options when he saw Zacchaeus in that tree. He 

could have berated him as he did the Pharisees. He could have pointed up at him and confronted his self-

centered greed and dishonesty, his exploitation of his own people.  

 

Instead, Jesus said, “Let’s do lunch.” A lot of things happened rapidly when Jesus invited himself to eat 

with Zacchaeus. Jesus went to eat in perhaps the finest house in Jericho. The Jews were astonished at Jesus 

eating with a sinner. His disciples may have tried to disappear, not knowing what to say after Jesus’ latest 

surprise. Jesus accepted Zacchaeus just as he was. This was precisely what Zacchaeus 

needed: acceptance from an obviously good person in spite of his sins. Zacchaeus means pure or righteous. 

He began to live up to his name that day.  

 

Zacchaeus was amazingly moved, promising to give half his fortune to the poor and make quadruple 

amends for what he had taken unjustly. It was the power of Jesus’ acceptance that could work that miracle 

of conversion.  

 



This is an important lesson for us followers of Jesus. If we do not associate with those called sinners and 

only condemn them, what hope is there for them? There is a standoff, not an opportunity for conversion. 

Someone “living Jesus” who accepts the sinner and does not dwell on the sin can dissolve the distance 

between them in Christian love.  

 

Jesus said to Zacchaeus: “Today salvation has come to this house since he also is a son of Abraham. For 

the son of man is come to seek and to save the lost.”  

 

What an inspiring example for us. To you who are still in school, there are kids in school who are -- to say 

the least “unpopular.” They are often the butt of jokes, the one’s not picked, the ones over whom you 

might be afraid to lose popularity-points if you treat them well.  

 

We who are long-gone from school, may not be actively unkind, but we still may avoid the lesson of this 

Gospel and fail to show the compassion of Jesus toward everyone whom we encounter.  

 

Jesus loves us to life in this Eucharist and every Eucharist, forgiving us, inviting us into an ongoing 

relationship of love that witnesses to the depths of his mercy.  

 
  

     

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 17, 2013)  
About forty years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, a cataclysmic event occurred. The Roman Empire’s 

leaders became fed up with the Jews: 

- their whining opposition to roman taxation, 

- their constant complaining about roman rule and talk about a messiah, 

- their pitiful rebellion that took the lives of some roman soldiers. 

The Romans had a long fuse with the Jews, but the sleeping giant awoke and marched on Jerusalem with 

merciless vengeance. They struck at the very heart of Judaism: the temple was destroyed so completely 

that all that remains to this day is what has come to be known as the “wailing wall.”  

 

This event was more traumatic to Jews than the destruction of the World Trade Center is to us. This event 

was more devastating to Jews than nuking and evaporating Vatican City would be to Catholics. The 

Vatican is where the pope dwells; the temple’s holy of holies was where Jews believed God dwelled.  

 

Some early Christians believed that this destruction heralded the end of the world; the second coming 

would soon follow. Luke wrote his gospel about twenty years after the devastation and assures his readers: 

not so. We find in scripture the temple destruction and the end of the world confusingly mixed together.  

 

We recall the approach of the year 2000. Fundamentalist preachers and self-proclaimed prophets pointed 

to then current catastrophes as proof that we were in the last days. And nothing happened!  

 

At another time, Jesus said that even he did not know the time that only the father knows the day and the 

hour. How in the world anyone presumes to know more than Jesus always baffles me.  

 

After the destruction of the temple, the Jews called for a council at Jamnia. They wanted to clearly define 

their identity, to answer the question: “What makes an authentic Jew?” They decided that the followers of 

Jesus were not real Jews – and expelled the “Jesus-sect” from Judaism. We were “excommunicated” by 

the Jews.  

 

Now, as we know, during the Roman Empire, Jews were the only nation permitted to worship their own 

God; every other nation had to worship the emperor of Rome. So, not only did the Jews, including Paul, 

denounce and begin to persecute the Christians in Israel, the Romans also began their persecution of these 



non-Jews. That drove the Christians into the catacombs. This ended only in the fourth century with the 

emperor Constantine.  

 

We can learn several lessons from today’s liturgy.  

 

From the Jews we learn that we must never think that we Catholics have it eternally all together. Our God 

is not limited by our opinion or by our viewpoint in our age.  

 

From our insecurity we learn that we need to remember that God loves us, but we have no assurances of an 

always serene and secure life. The twelve step programs insist on living one day at a time to avoid the 

anxiety that the unknown future otherwise stirs up. We need to learn from their experience and our 

spiritual masters to live in the present moment that God has given us. As the saying goes: “The past is 

history, the future is mystery, the now is gift and that is why we call it the present.” Concern about “the 

end” is a distraction that diverts our attention from what is important – the present.  

 

I think the insight of St. Francis de Sales is helpful here: ’”Do not look forward to what might happen 

tomorrow; the same everlasting father who cares for you today will take care of you tomorrow when 
tomorrow becomes today.’’ 

 

 

 
  

     

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (November 24, 2013)  
Kingship is off-putting in our democratic culture. And, authority has so often become such a soiled 

garment in our times that the idea of ultimate authority can seem strange. We need to interpret what this 

feast of Christ the king means.  

 

King and kingdom imply power, authority over other people. There are two ways of moving people to do 

what we would like them to do: one is to force them to do it whether they want to or not: coercive power; 

the other is to attract them to do it because of the inherent goodness in doing it: persuasive power. 

Persuasive power is more difficult and usually takes more time.  

 

Jesus was goaded to use coercive power three times in today’s Gospel: by the rulers, by the soldiers, by 

one of the thieves. He refused. Coercive power never accomplishes conversion of mind and heart. It 

accomplishes only “behavior modification” as in prison or the 50-pupil catholic classroom of yesteryear. 

“My way or the highway, do it or else…”  

 

If you and I possess any genuine goodness, it was not pounded into us. When we came under the influence 

of truly good people, a thought took shape in our minds: “Wow – this makes sense.” We may not even 

remember the incidents. But, if we look at the finest qualities people say they see in you and me, we can 

trace how these qualities became part of your and my character. H  

 

Jesus knew preeminently that we never accomplish real conversion except by persuasion. Persuasive 

power was at the heart of his teaching about his father’s kingdom. Jesus was invitational: “Come to me all 

you who are weary and heavily burdened, I will refresh you. Come, follow me. Zacchaeus, come down.  

 

Jesus’ single, royal command is: ‘Love one another as I have loved you.”  

 

In John’s 1st Letter, we read: “God is love.” “He who abides in love abides in God and God in him.” His 

kingdom is the inbreaking of God’s presence in us.  

 



Our Gospel tells the story of the two thieves on the crosses beside Jesus. Both were faced with the same 

choice about Jesus. One is consumed with himself and his situation. The other recognizes the goodness in 

Jesus and the lack of good in his own life – he is drawn to Jesus and acts upon it. The good thief snatched 

victory from the jaws of defeat. Fulton sheen said it well: “He remained a thief to the end. He stole heaven 

as his final caper.”  

 

At the conclusion of our Eucharistic prayer, we pray the Lord’s Prayer. We pray: Thy kingdom come. We 

ask our father to fill our lives with himself, love. Each of us needs to determine where we say “thy 

kingdom come” and actually live “my kingdom come. “  

 

The kingdom of God cannot be equated with the Catholic church although before Vatican II, we heard 

church leadership call the catholic church “the kingdom of god on earth” implying that if one were not a 

catholic one would have great trouble getting to heaven.  

 

The kingdom of God is bigger than the Roman Catholic Church. Jesus said: “My kingdom is not of this 

world.” Jesus turns “ power” and “authority” inside out. The kingdom of God exists in the collective heart 

of the faithful who are open to divine and neighbor love.  

 

The kingdom of God is a presence to the world of unbelief. We attempt to be a vibrant model that is 

persuasively visible and attractive to everyone. We stand behind Jesus as he says: “Here I stand, knocking 

at the door . . .”  

 

The closing feast of the liturgical year addresses our spirituality. So, on this feast of Christ the King, we 

celebrate his persuasive love. May we look at Jesus and may we ask ourselves: what part of me still 

remains “my kingdom” and private. May we seek the goodness of God and allow the reign of God to 

thoroughly permeate us.  

 

Next Sunday we begin the liturgical new year. See you on the other side.  

 
  

     

First Sunday of Advent (December 1, 2013)  
The Advent readings seem to send a confusing message. The readings at the beginning of Advent are about 

the second coming of Christ at the end of time. The readings at the end of Advent are about the first 

coming of Christ in Bethlehem.  

 

The readings about Jesus’ birth present their own problem. We cannot pretend that Jesus has not already 

come. That would be: 

 A suspension in belief in the incarnation, 

 A suspension in belief in the life and ministry of Jesus, 

 A suspension in belief in what brings us together in this place today. 

We cannot pretend that something historical has not happened. Jesus did arrive. We await his return.  

 

Many years ago, there was a debate in Damascus between Jewish and Christian scholars as to whether a 

new covenant had occurred. The Jewish scholars pointed to the words of the first reading, saying that the 

swords have not been turned into plows, that the spears have not been turned into pruning hooks. Violence 

remains. The Jewish scholars remained convinced that the messiah did not come.  

 

When we look at the world situation today: ethnic rivalries, the violence in our cities, the disparity between 

the rich and the poor, the homelessness that becomes “the top story” on the latest news, we can sympathize 



with that argument of the Jewish scholars.  

 

It is true that much of the violence is at the hands of non-Christians, but it seems that many so-called 

Christians let the words of scripture fall on deaf ears. The first reading tells us: let’s get moving; the 

second reading tells us to wake up; the third reading advises us to stay awake - to turn off that spiritual 

snooze alarm that delays the inevitable reality of our lives. Remember when Jesus woke peter, James, and 

John in the garden of gethsemane’ he asked: “why are you sleeping?” Remember the sleeping 

maidservants without oil for their lamps. Jesus made a teaching point of complaining about sleeping on the 

job.  

 

Today’s readings look to the preparation for meeting Jesus. In spite of some recent, wonderful weather, 

those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer are behind us. Many go “on the nod” in the summer, to be 

awakened in the chill of autumn to the reality of school, new beginnings in various organizations, and in 

our spiritual lives. Advent provides not a rude, but a pointed awakening.  

 

We may not be able to change world violence, but we can wake up to our personal violence: the violence 

of attitudes in indifference, of violence brought on by not speaking to someone, the violence of holding a 

grudge, and not forgiving someone.  

 

The city of Pompeii was destroyed by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 C.E. A recent book tells of 

archeologists’ unearthing people who were buried alive in the volcanic ash. I think an important spiritual 

lesson can be learned from this event. The people who were carrying heavier possessions were slowed by 

them and were found closer to Vesuvius overrun by the lava. The less they carried, the less they were in 

jeopardy.  

 

Jesus spoke pointedly about people who carry grudges or bear unforgiving anger toward another. Their 

spiritual growth is slowed or even ceases.  

 

If we listen to his words about having too many of this worlds good, we wake up and realize our need to 

drop extra baggage and live more simply. If we wake up to his words about carrying grudges and dwelling 

on past injuries we can consciously work to drop them, so that we may get on with our spiritual progress.  

 

Here, at the beginning of advent, our readings sound a wake-up call about our meeting Jesus at the end. 

We need to take the opportunity to see what we are carrying that holds us back, slows us from becoming 

the person Jesus calls us to become and enjoying the peace that only he can bring.  

 
  

     

Second Sunday of Advent (December 8, 2013)  
Many of us have had the experience while listening to the radio or watching TV, a voice interrupts: “We 

interrupt this program to bring you this important announcement.” With all the shopping, the baking, the 

decorating, the card writing of this time, it sounds strange to hear the prophets breaking into our pre-

Christmas chaos that is almost routine.  

 

Advent is the spiritual time when we turn our attention to meeting Our Lord: either the meeting at the end 

of time or our meeting him at the time of our death - whichever comes first. And - although we never know 

for sure - the likelihood is that we will not be meeting him at his Second Coming.  

 

Prophets - for many of us growing up - were persons who foretold the future. These were prophets in the 

tradition of Jeanne Dixon. In our maturity we come to understand that the prophets were people who help 

us look into rather than look ahead.  

 



Prophets are introduced into the Advent readings because the dispositions that the prophets call us to are 

the dispositions we are to have when we meet Our Lord. In the first reading, we meet Isaiah, perhaps the 

greatest of the Old Testament prophets. He was, at once, fearless and poetic. He describes the ideal leader 

who was not gifted with health, wealth, and popularity—but the person who was gifted with wisdom and 

counsel, strength and knowledge. As time played out, that prophet was Jesus.  

 

In our Gospel reading, we meet john the Baptizer, the cousin of Our Lord - not to be confused with John, 

one of the sons of Zebedee, the beloved disciple, the one to whom is attributed the fourth Gospel 

authorship.  

 

John the Baptizer is not the most pleasant person to hear about or visualize. His words are not pleasing to 

our ears. No one likes to hear about the chaff being burned out of our lives. He is a radical, absolutely, 

single-minded, ruthless in his pursuit of God’s reign in the lives of all.  

 

Advent is a time of looking into our hearts. It is a time of looking at what is present there and determining 

where we are to grow if we are to meet our lord without fear in our hearts. Prophets exist in the New 

Testament, too. They are spiritual giants who give us insights into ourselves. Men and women who call us 

to grow and give us help in growing.  

 

St. Francis de Sales was a prophet who gives us help to grow in a more positive way than some traditional, 

ascetic, punitive practices. Francis de Sales is a prophet who leads us along a positive approach. Unlike 

john the baptizer and ascetics who follow in his tradition, Francis emphasizes the love God has for us and 

for our personal goodness. He encourages us to build on that goodness and respond to God’s love by 

loving God and loving God’s other children. In doing this, we spiritually grow.  

 

He is the modern saint whose insight into relationship provides a sense of direction and a model for us. He 

sees the basic teaching of Jesus as love expressed in the two great commandments: love for god and love 

for neighbor. Advent is a time to look into ourselves prophetically. We need to look at two relationships: 

our God - our neighbor.  

 

We know from experience that no relationship is maintained without communication. Certainly the same is 

true with Jesus. Are we taking the time to pray, to steal moments from our busy days -perhaps while 

driving, while doing dumb things that are “no brainers” [like folding wash, walking to our next required 

presence, driving familiar streets and roads] - spaces that provide time to be alone with Our Lord and 

express our frustrations, our joys, our sorrows? We need to take time to be present to him and allow him to 

be present to us.  

 

While it may not be in the same manner of John the Baptizer - but at least equally effective without John’s 

diet of grasshoppers and wild honey and his fashion- statement loin cloth, Francis de sales shows us how 

to become the person the Lord calls us to be by lovingly walking the path of life in a gentle-before-humans 

and a humble-before God manner.  

 
  

     

Third Sunday of Advent (December 15, 2013)  
John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, called the baptizer in three Gospels, came roaring out of the 

desert in last Sunday’s Gospel. He was regarded as a holy man, a prophet. He told it like it was - a prophet 

tells not so much what will happen, but what is the unvarnished truth. Doing that got him in trouble; it 

usually does. He told King Herod it was wrong for him to take his brother’s wife. He was put in jail. That 

is where we find him in today’s Gospel  

 

He has much time to think. He hears reports about Jesus’ ministry. His expectations of Jesus were not 



being fulfilled. He, like ourselves, expected others to be like us. Jesus was not the expected firebrand like 

himself. He didn’t understand. Doubts about Jesus crept in. He sent his disciples to Jesus to ask in his 

typically very direct way: “Are you he who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  

 

Jesus replies in his typically indirect way - quoting the same prophetic words we heard in today’s first 

reading from Isaiah [Chapters 35 & 61]. The blind see; the deaf hear; the lame walk—the fulfillment of the 

prophecies. Jesus let John draw his own logical conclusion.  

 

A wonderful lesson for us! Jesus does not rebuke John for asking the question. Having doubts about our 

faith can be spiritually healthy. There was a time in recent history when doubting our faith was tantamount 

to denying it. Doubting was thought to be serious enough to separate us from God.  

 

Fortunately, the church has progressed. There are reasons for our faith becoming shaky. I would like to 

look at three that are not uncommon.  

 

First, doubting can come from sinning. It is well said: “If we do not act as we believe; we soon begin to 

believe as we act.” If we begin to act clearly contrary to God’s will for us, we can come to the point where 

we justify our behavior by believing we are right and god is wrong. So, we doubt him. Then, we avoid him 

- - as Adam and Eve avoided God in the garden. Who of us cannot think of people we know who fall into 

this category including, perhaps, ourselves at some point?  

 

Second, some doubt has no connection to sin of any kind, but comes from a deeply felt disappointment 

with God. We feel God should have stepped in or acted differently. God should have fulfilled my 

expectations. Who of us has not had trouble in this area? Probably, this area of expectations is the one with 

which john the baptizer was having trouble.  

 

Third, some doubt because of the Church that claims to represent God and in critical areas does not. We, 

and I mean we, need to realize that some members of the people of God do not represent God’s will. In 

fact, they represent God will rather poorly, if not inaccurately. For our part, we need to recall that the 

Church is not God although many grew up thinking that the will of the Church and the will of God were 

identical.  

 

John the Baptizer did not have to contend with this latter issue. We do. Regardless of the source(s) of our 

questions or doubts, we affirm our faith in Jesus - not the church - as our Messiah.  

 
  

     

Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 22, 2013)  
John the Baptizer, aunt Elizabeth’s son - the wild one with the strange clothes and weird diet - has left the 

stage of Advent liturgy. Enter Joseph - the carpenter, the quiet man.  

 

If you are confused by today’s Gospel, perhaps it would help to know that in the Jewish culture of that 

time, marriages were arranged by the parents of the couple or by the village elders, often when the kids 

were less that seven years old. When the girl was about twelve, the marriage (today we would call it the 

formal engagement) took place in the home of the bride’s father to ratify what had been decided some 

years before. The couple was then considered to be husband and wife. If the husband died, she was 

considered a widow.  

 

The final stage of the wedding took place a year or two later when the bride was formally taken to the 

groom’s home to share a bed with him for the first time. At this point she still had to be a virgin or the 

marriage could be easily nullified. So, annulments go back before Jesus’ day. Jewish law also provided for 

that adulterous woman to be stoned to death.  



 

Imagine yourself in Joseph’s sandals. Your fiancée has just said: “Joe, there is something I need to tell 

you. I’m pregnant. No…it is by the Holy Spirit.” When you recover from the shock, you have three 

choices:  

 

1. Believe her: Joseph would need tremendous faith in Mary to do that. There is no evidence to prove he 

did have that faith;  

 

2. Not believe her, that is, as a follower of the law, a rule keeper and break off the engagement. Expose 

her. Mary could be stoned to death for adultery, her presumed sin, according to “the law”, and;  

 

3. Not believe her but decide to step beyond strict justice. Joseph decides to be compassionate, to put her 

away quietly. This was Joseph’s first position. Joseph may have taken a strong nightcap before bed that 

night.  

 

We learn in scripture that difficult situations are sometimes resolved by a visit from an angel. In a dream 

an angel comes to Joseph and says: “Fear not.” (This, of course, implies that Joseph was afraid. What 

normal person would not be?) The angel tells Joseph that Mary’s story is true: the pregnancy is God’s 

doing.  

 

When Joseph awoke, he did not decide that the strange dream could be attributed to a too-tall nightcap or 

bad olives at dinner. Although Joseph believed that keeping the law was doing the will of God, he bravely 

stepped out onto a higher road to discern God’s will. He did not conform to the law: he did not expose her 

to shame or quietly “set her aside.” Rather, took her into his home as his wife.  

 

It takes a special courage for rule-keepers to stretch as Joseph did. We need only look to bureaucrats in any 

current institution to see how difficult it is for them to get past the letter of the law. Rule-keepers fear that 

if life isn’t codified, then, at best, superiors will be upset if one does not follow the rules; at worst, chaos 

will prevail.  

 

Joseph the carpenter crafts a creative response of love in a world of law. To fulfill the will of God we 

sometimes have to see the truth and go beyond “the letter of the law.”  

 

Joseph was part of the divine plan in two instances: 

1. Joseph took Jesus as his foster son, establishing the prophesied lineage of David. 

2. Joseph humbly said “yes” to resolve the paradox of Jesus’ being both divine and human without 

comprehending it. 

Jesus learned more than carpentry from his foster father. He also learned about obedience as listening, 

about stepping out in faith – about trusting in God.  

 

Jesus learned openness to new possibilities, new ideas, from Joseph and later would understand that all the 

answers are not found in the law.  

 

Jesus learned compassion from his foster father. Experiencing joseph’s compassion helped Jesus to listen 

to people, to understand. Jesus would also act compassionately -- even act against “the law” in practicing 

compassion as an adult.  

 

Joseph does not have one, recorded word in scripture. Almost nothing is known about him. Yet, he is held 

up to us as a model during Advent: a model of obedience and listening, of openness to new ideas. Of 

compassion, Pope John XXIII initiated the first change in the mass in 400 years by inserting St. Joseph’s 

name in the Eucharistic prayer.  



 

As the fourth Sunday of Advent passes into the history books, let us be aware of the two patron saints of 

Advent who appear as polar opposites: John the Baptizer: single-minded in his desire to do God’s will, and 

Joseph: a man who listened, who was open to new possibilities, who was compassionate.  

 

If we become more like John in becoming more single-minded of purpose, and if we become more like 

Joseph, a listener to the Father, being more open and more compassionate, we will have spent a wonderful 

Advent together.  

 
  

     

Christmas (December 25, 2013)  
His parents called him Yeshua, the Aramaic word for Jesus. The scriptures call him Emmanuel, Lord, 

Messiah, Prince of Peace, the Christ, the Word of God made flesh.  

 

Each of these wonderful titles gives an insight into the magnificence of Jesus whose birthday we are 

celebrating. But, there is one name that I think stands above all others. It is the name that comes from the 

tradition of St. John, the disciple who was closer to Jesus than the others, the one who would accompany 

him up the mountain of the transfiguration - when he shone like the sun - the one who accompanied him 

across the Kedron valley to the garden of Gethsemane the night before he died, the one who stood loyally 

at the foot of the cross with his mother on Good Friday. He is the disciple whom Jesus loved.  

 

From these experiences, we hear from the tradition of John, God’s final and finest title, the name given 

that not only names him, but, more importantly, describes his very nature: “God is love.” Jesus, as the 

word made flesh, is love fleshed and embodied.  

 

At Christmas we celebrate the astounding fact that, at a specific time in the history of humanity, love 

overflowed the infinite expanses of heaven and burst into our world in the form of a human being, Jesus. 

Jesus is the gift of the father to us. He remains with us as we celebrate him here in Eucharist.  

 

God who is love has gifted each of us with the gift of being loved and thereby lovable. There is one more 

step to take in the divine plan: that we share our gift of love with others. Then, God’s love will continue to 

overflow heaven and through you and me, in a ripple effect, to transform our world. All will be one as the 

Father and the Son are one in love. Jesus is the reason for the season. He encourages us to carry his love 

always in our hearts.  

 

A gift is the giving of oneself to another. The gifts we give at Christmas - or any time - are an expression, a 

stand-in of God’s sharing with us. Each gift to another person is another mini-chapter in the ongoing love 

story. 

• It may be the gift of our time for friends, family, another. 

• It may be the gift of our talent, the work of our minds and hands - as so many of our forebears 

have given to us. 

• It may be the gift of our treasure what we spend of our hard-earned money for family, friends, 

for those who are dear to us and for some whose names we do not even know. 

There is a negative experience that makes our positive experience more poignant by contrast. We all feel 

annoyed at giving a “gift” that is not a real gift from our heart, but an insincere “gift” of obligation or an 

attempt at manipulation. These are corruptions of the beautiful notion of gift.  

 

Each of us human beings has been shown the models for giving in our Father in heaven and in Jesus, his 

son. The gift of Christmas is the gift of love, bestowed and accepted. Our gifts to one another are the 

ongoing love story we live.  

 

 

 



     

The Holy Family (December 29, 2013)  
Choosing freely is part of the American way of life. We choose our friends, we choose our colleges and we 

choose what we will do with our life. We may somehow come mistakenly to view ourselves as supreme 

rulers in the supermarket of free choice  

 

We can easily assume that freedom of choice applies to all areas of life. But, reality sets in. We have 

physical limitations: I will never be the starting quarterback for the Eagles. More sadly, I will not be 

chosen to replace a “hunk” on TV.  

 

Our relational world has limits too. Freedom of choice does not extend to our family. We do not choose 

our parents. Children do not come with toe-tag guarantees that parents can read, then accept or reject. 

Brothers and sisters do not choose each another.  

 

What we learn from the reality of our family is that the family is the place where we learn how to be - at 

times - “stuck with” others. We adjust to one another as circumstances and our ages change. We are 

determined to stick together and separate only if our relationship is no longer life-giving, but becomes 

death-dealing. Blessed, blessed are those who have the courage to move from a death-dealing relationship 

and move on.  

 

Learning how to be “stuck with” the people whom we have not chosen is a very important lesson to learn 

in a society that assumes that real freedom is found only when we have choices available to us.  

 

There is an odd case of “stuck-with-ness” in the Holy Family whom we celebrate today. That which binds 

this family together is not the bond of freedom of choice, romance, or sexuality. What binds this family is 

the bond of divine mission “the will of God.”  

 

I used to have trouble preaching about the Holy Family as a model family because they are so radically 

different from us. I mean, let’s look at the data: 

 Mary - total freedom from sin, full of grace, a virgin-mother; 

 Joseph - guided by god in dreams when tough calls came. 

 Jesus - 100% god - 100% man: quite unique - not your usual only child. 

How can any family hope to imitate a family like that? I’m afraid I missed the point - which is easy to do 

when I am immersed in “the American way.”  

 

From another standpoint, the holy family is viewed differently: 

 Mary - “Let it be done to me according to your will.” She did not foresee or control the 

consequences of that choice. After raising Jesus as a child, she would later hear: “My mother and 

my brothers are those who hear the word of God and keep it.” 

 Joseph – After the incredible story from Mary and a dream, “Joseph took Mary as his wife.” The 

will of God, again! 

 Jesus – “I have come to do the will of the one who sent me.” “Father, not my will, but yours be 

done.” 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph each had the overarching bond to the will of our father. That, we can emulate.  

 
The Holy family did not have it easy. After Jesus’ birth, they had to leave the country, relocate. Joseph had 

to find work in their “forced relocation” in Egypt while fleeing for Jesus’ life. They experienced family 



 

sickness; they experienced the death of parents / grandparents the same as all families. Joseph banged his 

thumb with his hammer. Mary got distracted and incinerated dinner. We can identify with those 

experiences of humanity.  

 

Out of this blessed-as-no-other, yet human family, God fashioned a family –a small community united in 

their desire to follow the father’s will.  

 

Working at having a good family requires of us: mutual respect, affirming one another, sharing . . . “stuff” 

and the bathroom, patience with one another, and, most importantly, forgiving.  

 

Healthy family living teaches us that free choice is not always possible. Family living is a great training 

ground for those places we have to be with others: in the work place and even in the church place.  

 

Both our natural family and our Church family have something in common: both families are like spokes 

of a wheel that center on the hub that is the Lord. Like a wheel, the closer we get to the center, the closer 

we get to one another.  

 
   


